John 12:44-45  – May 10, 2012

Joh 12:44  Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me. 

Joh 12:45  And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. 

A review of one of the points made for verse 44 from last week's study will help us understand more deeply verse 45  this week:

Joh 12:44  Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me. 

"When we believe on Christ, we are seeing the Father and believing on Him who sent Him (Joh 14:8-10) and not on His (not Christ’s nor Christ’s Christ’s) flesh. Christ has come to reveal the Father (Mat 11:27)."
Joh 14:8  Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 

Joh 14:9  Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 

Joh 14:10  Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 

Mat 11:27  All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.
Keeping this thought in mind , we now add verse 45:
Joh 12:45  And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. 

Which is saying the same thing as:

Joh 14:10  Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? [speaking to Philip] the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 
So as we saw with the point from last week’s study: when we see Christ (Joh 12:44-45), we see the Father only if it's given to us (Mat 11:27): 
Joh 12:44  Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me. 

Joh 12:45  And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. 

Mat 11:27  All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.
If it is given to us to see, the manner in which this is done is through the words which are the works:
Joh 14:10  Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words [G4487] that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works [G2041].
Mat 4:4  But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word  [G4487] that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
The word for "word(s)" [G4487 =  (rhēma) utterance] is used in both these verses above.  This tells us that Christ is revealing the Father by these words and works because He is the express image of His Father as stated in: 
Col 1:15  Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 

So if it is given to us to see,  what are these works of God which Christ is doing?
Joh 6:28  Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works [G2041] of God?  
Joh 6:29  Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work [G2041] of God, that ye believe [G4100] on him whom he hath sent.

The Greek word believe [G4100] is connected with the works, however we know that belief without works is dead faith, and that like Christ we must be sent to do those works so that our faith is not dead faith (Jas 2:13).

James tells us that the “devils also believe”.
Heb 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe [G4100] that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

Joh 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed [G4100] on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 
Joh 20:21  Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.
Jas 2:17  Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 
Jas 2:19  Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe [G4100], and tremble.
Without faith it is impossible to believe (Heb 11:6), however believing in itself (Joh 8:31) is not enough, because we can believe and not be doing the works (Jas 2:19), so there needs to be belief and works. As stated, faith without works is dead faith (Jas 2:14-17). We are saved by grace and faith (not just faith), but also works that accompany faith (Eph 2:8-9), which is all being worked by God within us (Php 2:13). Our diligence to seek God is a gift and we are rewarded by coming to know Him and His Son (Joh 17:3).

Heb 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

Joh 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;

Jas 2:19  Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. 

Jas 2:14  What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? 

Jas 2:15  If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 

Jas 2:16  And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 

Jas 2:17  Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 

Eph 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

Eph 2:9  Not of works, lest any man should boast.
Php 2:13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 
Joh 17:3  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.
We understand now that John 6:47  taken by itself only appears to contradict  other verses such as Jas 2:14-17 and Joh 12:45.
Joh 6:47  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth [G4100] on me hath everlasting [G166 aiōnios] life. 
Jas 2:14  What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? 

Jas 2:15  If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 

Jas 2:16  And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 

Jas 2:17  Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 

Joh 12:45  And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. 
If we're given to see the Son, we see the Father and we follow each other as we follow the Son (1 Cor 11:1).

We could say that seeing is believing, but believing is not always seeing, and the seeing that Christ is talking about is seeing the spirit and not the physical (Joh 7:24). When we say we see, we are yet in our sins (Joh 9:41), but when we acknowledge our blindness then we see in the manner that is needful to do the works of God.

In the second resurrection people have done works, Christ does not deny those works, the problem with all of our works at first is that they are not accompanied with the understanding of God’s total sovereignty over all of those works and it takes fiery trials to let go of any ownership of what God does within us (1 Cor 4:7).
1Co 11:1  Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 

Joh 7:24  Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. 

Joh 9:41  Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth.
1Co 4:7  For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it? 

God's will is that those who are dragged to Christ (Joh 6:44) will worship Him in spirit and in truth (Joh 4:23-24). We demonstrate that belief by our walk (works with faith). That walk is the way, the truth and the life of Christ in us (Joh 14:6). This hope of glory within (Col 1:27) is the hope of obedience which comes when Christ gives us victory over sin (Joh 8:36), and we know that we learn obedience by the things which we suffer,  just as Christ did (Heb 5:8) (1 Joh 4:17) (Heb 12:6).  The words are the works and Christ is the word within us, who is doing the works, both to will and to do (Php 2:13).
Joh 6:44  No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw [G1670 to drag] him: and I will raise him up at the last day.

Joh 4:23  But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 

Joh 4:24  God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

Joh 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Col_1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:
Joh 8:36  If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 
Heb 5:8  Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;

1Jn 4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 
Heb 12:6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.

Php 2:13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

It's a process. A life long process of dying daily (1Co 15:31) and enduring to the end (Mat 24:13, Mat 10:22). Christ will not deny that process if He is within us (2Ti 2:13). It is Christ in us, God’s words, God’s works which“endureth for ever” (1 Pe 1:25).

2Ti_2:13  If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. 

1Pe_1:25  But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you. 

It is clearly Christ in us the hope of glory who enables us to endure until the end!

Php_4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

Php 3:14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Just look at how many times we are reminded of this glorious truth in Scripture!

1Ch_16:34  O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

1Ch_16:41  And with them Heman and Jeduthun, and the rest that were chosen, who were expressed by name, to give thanks to the LORD, because his mercy endureth for ever; 

2Ch_5:13  It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD; and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of musick, and praised the LORD, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: that then the house was filled with a cloud, even the house of the LORD; 

2Ch_7:3  And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and the glory of the LORD upon the house, they bowed themselves with their faces to the ground upon the pavement, and worshipped, and praised the LORD, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

2Ch_7:6  And the priests waited on their offices: the Levites also with instruments of musick of the LORD, which David the king had made to praise the LORD, because his mercy endureth for ever, when David praised by their ministry; and the priests sounded trumpets before them, and all Israel stood. 

2Ch_20:21  And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Ezr_3:11  And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the LORD; because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. 

Psa_52:1  To the chief Musician, Maschil, A Psalm of David, when Doeg the Edomite came and told Saul, and said unto him, David is come to the house of Ahimelech. Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, O mighty man? the goodness of God endureth continually. 

Psa_100:5  For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations. 

Psa_106:1  Praise ye the LORD. O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_107:1  O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_111:3  His work is honourable and glorious: and his righteousness endureth for ever. 

Psa_111:10  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever. 

Psa_112:3  Wealth and riches shall be in his house: and his righteousness endureth for ever. 

Psa_112:9  He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor; his righteousness endureth for ever; his horn shall be exalted with honour. 

Psa_117:2  For his merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the LORD endureth for ever. Praise ye the LORD. 

Psa_118:1  O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: because his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_118:2  Let Israel now say, that his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_118:3  Let the house of Aaron now say, that his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_118:4  Let them now that fear the LORD say, that his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_118:29  O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_119:160  Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous judgments endureth for ever. 

Psa_135:13  Thy name, O LORD, endureth for ever; and thy memorial, O LORD, throughout all generations. 

Psa_136:1  O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_136:2  O give thanks unto the God of gods: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_136:3  O give thanks to the Lord of lords: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_136:4  To him who alone doeth great wonders: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_136:5  To him that by wisdom made the heavens: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_136:6  To him that stretched out the earth above the waters: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_136:7  To him that made great lights: for his mercy endureth for ever: 

Psa_136:8  The sun to rule by day: for his mercy endureth for ever: 

Psa_136:9  The moon and stars to rule by night: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_136:10  To him that smote Egypt in their firstborn: for his mercy endureth for ever: 

Psa_136:11  And brought out Israel from among them: for his mercy endureth for ever: 

Psa_136:12  With a strong hand, and with a stretched out arm: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_136:13  To him which divided the Red sea into parts: for his mercy endureth for ever: 

Psa_136:14  And made Israel to pass through the midst of it: for his mercy endureth for ever: 

Psa_136:15  But overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red sea: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_136:16  To him which led his people through the wilderness: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_136:17  To him which smote great kings: for his mercy endureth for ever: 

Psa_136:18  And slew famous kings: for his mercy endureth for ever: 

Psa_136:19  Sihon king of the Amorites: for his mercy endureth for ever: 

Psa_136:20  And Og the king of Bashan: for his mercy endureth for ever: 

Psa_136:21  And gave their land for an heritage: for his mercy endureth for ever: 

Psa_136:22  Even an heritage unto Israel his servant: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_136:23  Who remembered us in our low estate: for his mercy endureth for ever: 

Psa_136:24  And hath redeemed us from our enemies: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_136:25  Who giveth food to all flesh: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_136:26  O give thanks unto the God of heaven: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Psa_138:8  The LORD will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O LORD, endureth for ever: forsake not the works of thine own hands. 

Psa_145:13  Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations. 

Jer_33:11  The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the voice of them that shall say, Praise the LORD of hosts: for the LORD is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and of them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the LORD. For I will cause to return the captivity of the land, as at the first, saith the LORD. 

Mat_10:22  And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. 
Joh_6:27  Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. 
1Co_13:7  Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 
Jas_1:12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 
1Pe_1:25  But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you. 

