John 12:32-41  – April 26, 2012

Joh 12:32  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 

Joh 12:33  This he said, signifying what death he should die. 

Joh 12:34  The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man? 
Joh 12:35  Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. 

Joh 12:36  While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them. 

Joh 12:37  But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: 

Joh 12:38  That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? 

Joh 12:39  Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again, 

Joh 12:40  He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them. 

Joh 12:41  These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him. 

Joh 12:32  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 
This statement is HUGE! Christ is telling us that if He be lifted up from the earth “will draw all” unto Himself, and conversely if He is not we will all remain in our sins and die.

Joh 16:7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.

1Co 15:14  And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. 
Joh 8:24  I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.

The word “draw”( G1670)  in Joh 12:32 is the same word used in Joh 6:44 and means to drag (G1670). We are reminded in (Jer 22:29) that the word “earth” is used three times as a symbol of the process that all flesh must go through or be dragged through before it can go unto perfection.

For further study on the number three please see this article  http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/completion.php 

Jer 22:29  O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the LORD.

Joh 6:44  No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. 
Luk 13:32  And he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures to day and to morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.
It has been given unto us to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. Those who receive the Comforter (Joh 14:16-17) which could not have been sent unless Christ went away (Joh 16:7) are those who understand the mysteries that are hidden from the ages, which is Christ dwelling within us now (Col 1:26-27). Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness as a symbol of Christ in us being raised so we can save those who look to Christ in us (1Co 11:1) both now and in the future (1Ti 4:16, Oba 1:21)

Mat 13:11  He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.
Joh 14:16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 

Joh 14:17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 

Joh 16:7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.
Col 1:26  Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: 

Col 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 

 Joh 3:14  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 

Joh 3:15  That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

Joh 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

1Co 11:1  Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 

1Ti 4:16  Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee. 
Oba 1:21  And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the LORD'S.
Joh 12:33  This he said, signifying what death he should die. 

What kind of death did Christ die? Did He die only once for us, or was He dying daily and carrying His cross daily? The cross is not just His death at the end of His life, neither is this the case for any of the elect. We must endure unto the end and carry our cross by dying daily.

Mar 10:21  Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 

Luk 14:27  And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. 
Mat 24:13  But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

1Co 15:31  I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 
Joh 12:34  The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man? 
This statement is a witness to our blindness at this stage in our walk as we don’t see who the Son of man is let alone the Son of God. God is working in the earth (Jer 22:29) of the first Adam, whose Adamic flesh Christ is in (Heb 2:16). 
Jer 22:29  O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the LORD. 

Heb 2:16  For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham.
“The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever:” The verses they are referring to “out of the law” is not given, but it is clear to us who are given to understand this mystery of Christ abiding within us, is how Christ will “abideth for ever” (Joh 4:14). 
Joh 4:14  But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.
The first Adam reasons if Christ abides forever according to the law why is this man saying that He must be lifted up? It’s the same thought that was on the mind of Peter (Mat 16:22).

Mat 16:22  Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.

The first Adam asks, Isn’t it enough to abide in the law (1Ti 1:9), and also asks“who is this Son of man?” who speaks of having to die, and points to a “but I say unto you” higher law which is impossible to keep (Rev 13:4).

1Ti 1:9  Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers,

Mat_5:22  But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 
Rev 13:4  And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?

Who is this Son of man? God’s word shows us clearly that Christ is both the first and the last Adam and everything in-between (Col 1:16) (“Alpha and Omega”).

Rev 22:13  IG1473 amG1510 [G5748] AlphaG1 andG2532 OmegaG5598, the beginningG746 andG2532 the endG5056, the firstG4413 andG2532 the lastG2078. 
1Co 15:45  AndG2532 soG3779 it is writtenG1125 [G5769], The firstG4413 manG444 AdamG76 was madeG1096 [G5633] G1519 a livingG2198 [G5723] soulG5590; the lastG2078 AdamG76 was made G1519 a quickeningG2227 [G5723] spiritG4151. 
Col 1:16  For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

 Joh 12:35  Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. 

What this tells us is that Job in us is blessed with a hedge for a season (Job 1:10) as one who is given to “Walk while ye have the light”.  The prodigal son who went off and spent his inheritance on “riotous living”      (Luk 15:13) “knoweth not whither he goeth”. Job is represented by the brother who does not waste his inheritance and has not been privileged yet to live by every word of God which says we must come to see ourselves as those to whom darkness has “come upon you”. When everything is right in our world, the sin of pride and self righteousness have found their fertile ground. This was and is all of us until we’re blessed to be caused to experience this falling away (2Th 2:3) moment of “knoweth not whither he goeth” then we can go from glory to glory throughout our new life in Him (2Co 3:18). There is a way that seems right unto the natural man but the end thereof leads to death (Pro 14:12).
Job 1:10  Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. 

Luk 15:13  And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living.

2Th 2:3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 

2Co 3:18  But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Pro 14:12  There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.
Joh 12:36  While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them. 
Christ’s statement here “that you may be the children of light” does not preclude that we are at that moment the children of light simply because we believe (speaking to those Jews who believed on Him: Joh  8:31,44). However we know that if we continue (abide) in the light, then we are disciples indeed and you will know the truth and the truth will make you free (Joh 8:32, 1Jn 1:7).

Joh 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 

Joh 8:44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 
Joh 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

1Jn 1:7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
While Christ was with His disciples they had this light with them as did John the Baptist, and when Christ was taken from the earth there was a wilderness transition period until Pentecost came.(“we go a fishing”, a shadow of the wilderness experience (Rev 12:6), when we catch nothing).(Joh_21:3 Mat_11:4-5) We experience the 40 days in the wilderness shadow (Acts 1:3,7:30) and if we’re blessed to continue in the truth (Rev 12:5) for 10 more symbolic days this will bring us to Pentecoste on the 50th day.

Rev 12:6  And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.

Joh 21:3  Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.

Mat 11:4-5  Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see: The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 

Act_1:3  To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 
Act_7:30  And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness of mount Sina an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush. 

Rev 12:5  And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 
Those 10 days are a symbol for the “completeness in the flesh” that  bring us to Pentecost . See the following article for more detail on the number 10 (http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/completeflesh.php).
Act 2:1  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.

Act 1:4  And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.

Joh 12:37  But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: 

Joh 12:38  That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? 

Joh 12:39  Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again, 

The real condition of our hearts until Pentecost is revealed in these verses of (Joh 12:37) which are a fulfillment of this prophecy of Esaias (Isa 6:9-10). We all full well reject the commandments of God so that we may keep our own traditions at first.

Isa 6:9  And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 

Isa 6:10  Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.

Mar 7:6  He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 

Mar 7:7  Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 

Mar 7:8  For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. 

Mar 7:9  And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.

Joh 12:40  He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them. 

Joh 12:41  These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him. 
This blinding of our eyes and hardening of our hearts is that needful part of God’s word that we all must live by (Mat 4:4) so that we are clear as to who it is that opens our eyes, and stops our ears from being shut. God blinds everyone so that He can show mercy to all men (Rom 11:32). Esaias saw his glory (Isa 6:1), but just like Moses (Exo 33:22-23) did not yet have the hope of glory within Him (Col 1:27).

Mat 4:4  But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

Rom 11:32  For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. 
Isa 6:1  In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 

Exo 33:22  And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by: 

Exo 33:23  And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen. 

Col 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:    

Similarities between chapters 8 and 12

The similarities between chapters 8 and 12 are many as Christ describes his (and our) journey from death to life in Him. A big focus on our notes from chapter 8 reveal Christ as the “I AM” to the Jews (outward). Chapter 12 now has the Greeks coming to Christ to hear the same message of salvation and the reaction is the same : we don’t know Christ until the Father reveals Him to us. 

Joh 8:25  Then said they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning. 

Joh 12:34  The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man?
We are reminded with this sequence of events comparing Chapters 8 and 12 that the good news is first preached to the Jews but that the Gentiles will hear it after and will be used to bring in the former.

Rom 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

Eze 16:55  When thy sisters, Sodom and her daughters, shall return to their former estate, and Samaria and her daughters shall return to their former estate, then thou and thy daughters shall return to your former estate.
Christ is hidden from us until He is revealed to us:

Joh 8:20  These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come. 

Joh 8:21  Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come. 

Joh 12:36  While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them. 

Christ tells us flesh and blood (all flesh including his flesh) cannot inherit the kingdom:

Joh 8:28  Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 

Joh 12:32  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 

Joh 12:33  This he said, signifying what death he should die. 

Christ tells us that we all live (abide) in unbelief (sin) before we are dragged to him. We all must die to the first Adam.

Joh 8:24  I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins. 

Joh 12:37  But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: 

Rom 11:30  For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief: 
Christ tells us that we cannot understand (we walk in darkness) until the Lord be revealed and that this is what the physical shadows of blindness and deafness reveal to us (His words are spirit):

Joh 8:27  They understood not that he spake to them of the Father. 

Joh 12:35  Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. 

Joh 12:38  That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? 

Joh 12:39  Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again, 

Joh 12:40  He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them. 

Joh 12:41  These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him. 

Joh 8:30 does not contradict Joh 12:37.:

Joh 8:30  As he spake these words, many believed on him. 

Joh 12:37  But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him:

Miracles don’t convert the natural man and neither does just believing on Christ for a season, as stated above “many believed on him”, but Christ reminds His elect that blessed are they that believe and have not seen the miracles of Christ or heard His physical words (Joh 20:29. 2Cor 5:16). We are blessed when we are given to continue (abide in this belief) to believe, because it is in this continuance of belief that the truth will set us free (Joh 8:32). We can believe on Him and yet be of our father the devil as we learned in (Joh 8:31) speaking to those Jews who believed on Him; yet only a few verses later to be identified as being of their father the devil (Joh 8:41).

Joh 20:29  Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 
2Co 5:16  Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.  

Joh 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 

Joh 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
Joh 8:41  Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God.

