John 11:47-57  – April 5, 2012

Joh 11:47  Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, What do we? for this man doeth many miracles. 

Joh 11:48  If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation. 

Joh 11:49  And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest that same year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at all, 

Joh 11:50  Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not. 

Joh 11:51  And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; 

Joh 11:52  And not for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad. 

Joh 11:53  Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to death. 

Joh 11:54  Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews; but went thence unto a country near to the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim, and there continued with his disciples. 

Joh 11:55  And the Jews' passover was nigh at hand: and many went out of the country up to Jerusalem before the passover, to purify themselves. 

Joh 11:56  Then sought they for Jesus, and spake among themselves, as they stood in the temple, What think ye, that he will not come to the feast? 

Joh 11:57  Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a commandment, that, if any man knew where he were, he should shew it, that they might take him. 

****** 

Joh 11:47  Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, What do we? for this man doeth many miracles. 

Joh 11:48  If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation. 

Joh 11:49  And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest that same year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at all, 

Joh 11:50  Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not. 

Joh 11:51  And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; 

We review verses 47 and 48 from last week to remind ourselves of the context with which we see the rest of this chapter unfold. We feel “responsible” for our own welfare, completely unaware of God’s sovereignty and looking to ourselves (our own council)rather than the will of the Father. We conclude these things as “expedient” (verse 50), being confident in our flesh and speaking out of the abundance of our deceitful and wicked hearts, our abussos, while not understanding the depth of culpability within our own mouths for the very thing that we are prophesying about. Yet God is working it all for his good pleasure. 

This 'bottomless pit', just like heaven, is a spiritual realm within the hearts and minds of mankind… Whenever our beast is in the ascendancy, he is "ascending up out of the abussos." When Christ is seated on His rightful throne in our hearts, we are "sitting with Him in the heavens."… [Excerpts from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/What_And_Where_Is_The_Bottomless_Pit.php]
Joh 16:7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 

Joh 16:8  And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

2Sa 12:5  And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die: 

2Sa 12:6  And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity. 

2Sa 12:7  And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; 

Luk 19:22  And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere man, taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did not sow:  

Eph 1:9  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 

Php 2:13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
Having Christ “believed on” by the masses  was of grave concern to Caiaphas the high priest, seeing this would have opened the gates (in his mind) for the Romans to “come and take away both our place and nation”. The ministers of today, like Caiaphas, are still worried about the natural powers. The question asked is ‘can Christ alone rule over this nation?’ All flesh, including Caiaphas’ will eventually lose our “place and nation” when we are drawn to follow Christ. We grow in confidence that He is able to run His own body, the church, as our misplaced fears and lack of faith are replaced by our Lord who increases as Caiaphas (our flesh) decreases.

Luk 21:26  Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 

Mat 16:25  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.

Mar 4:39  And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 

Mar 4:40  And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? 

Mar 4:41  And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him? 

Joh 3:30  He must increase, but I must decrease.
The prophetic words that Caiaphas utters in these verses are utterances beyond his understanding: that we all have been purchased by His blood and that He has (and us as we die daily - 1Co 15:31) died/is dying for our sins.

1Pe 1:10  Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:

Act 20:28  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 

Eph 1:7  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;

Eph 1:14  Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. 

Rom 6:11  Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
As high priest, Caiaphas is a shadow of Christ who prophesied at the beginning of His ministry of the redemption that Caiaphas speaks of here albeit unawares: Unless Christ dies and is resurrected, there is no acceptable year , no redemption. And as Gal 3:13 tells us, redemption is “from the curse of the law”.

Isa 61:1  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 

Isa 61:2  To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; 

Isa 61:3  To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.

Luk 4:16  And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 

Luk 4:17  And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 

Luk 4:18  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 

Luk 4:19  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

Luk 4:20  And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 

Luk 4:21  And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 

Gal 3:13  Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:

Joh 11:52  And not for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad. 

The reminder in this verse is that all men will be saved as our sovereign God declares and Christ gives us the shadow of it in John 6:12

Joh 6:12  When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 

Just as it pleased the Father to bruise Christ, we enter into Christ our Sabbath and rest by that bruising and putting off of the flesh, which is always done in measure. Just as the colours in the temple tell us, we go from red (earthy Adam) to purple (bruising, where blue and red mix) to blue (high heavenly realm where the Spirit of God is).

Isa 53:10  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

Jer 46:28  Fear thou not, O Jacob my servant, saith the LORD: for I am with thee; for I will make a full end of all the nations whither I have driven thee: but I will not make a full end of thee, but correct thee in measure; yet will I not leave thee wholly unpunished. 

1Co 10:13  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
Exo 26:30  And thou shalt rear up the tabernacle according to the fashion thereof which was shewed thee in the mount. 

Exo 26:31  And thou shalt make a vail of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen of cunning work: with cherubims shall it be made: 

Joh 11:53  Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to death. 

Joh 11:54  Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews; but went thence unto a country near to the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim, and there continued with his disciples. 

Christ no longer walks among the Jews (who are keeping the law of Moses). They (we/those Jews) want to kill him because ‘among other things’ He is not adhering to the traditions of men. 

[ref.Joh 5:16-18]… This does not say 'They supposed He had broken the sabbath', it says "He not only had broken the sabbath, but said God was His Father". Both were true, and both are written for our admonition that we should follow in His footsteps"

1Pe 2:21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 
… Truth is not found in any one chapter of God's Word. It is found in its sum, and the sum of God's word tells us that Christ and His apostles were foresaken of and hated of all men because, among other things, they "esteemed every day alike." Following Christ's example will bring upon us what it brought upon Christ. Christ put what He saw His Father doing, above what He saw men doing. If we honor Christ in this same way, we will be honoring God above men, as we are instructed… It is the traditions of men which are the last strings which keep us tethered to Babylon. The law of Moses and the law which the Gentiles are unto themselves, are both laws for the lawless, and not for a righteous man (1Ti 1:9). [Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Revelation_16_17__31_The_seventh_vial.php]

The words “near to the wilderness” in this verse remind us that we come out of the wilderness and Levi who is joined unto us is where we we’re not so long ago.

While I am in rebellion against God and His Word, I tell myself that I am holy, along with all the rest of the orthodox world:

Num 16:1 Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi [H3878  - From H3867: attached], and Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took [men]: 
Num 16:2 And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the congregation, men of renown: 
Num 16:3 And they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said unto them, [Ye take] too much upon you, seeing all the congregation [are] holy, every one of them, and the LORD [is] among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the LORD? 

All of this is me, as one of the 99 "sheep in the wilderness... that need no repentance." [Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Who_are_the_99.php]

For more detail on who Levi is please see http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Who_Are_The_Levites_Part_2.php
Jesus now goes “into a city called Ephraim” (Joh 11:54): Ephraim and Manassah are another example of the two Adams. Ephraim is the younger brother, the elect brother in type and shadow and the birthright is taken from Manasseh and given to Ephraim as God intervenes and moves Jacob to bless the younger son with his right hand, demonstrating that the power of God is going to rest upon him. Christ therefore continues (abides) with his disciples in Ephraim. Because Christ is in us we can abide in the truth, which purifies us.

Gen 48:20  And he blessed them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh: and he set Ephraim before Manasseh.

Joh 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 

Joh 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Psa 12:6  The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.

It is evident at this point that Christ is a marked man and that His time left on earth is short. His life was a living prophecy for all men to one day believe, but especially to those who believe in this age. God’s elect are given to heed the admonitions of Christ before the rest of the world who are yet in the wilderness.

Mat 13:11  He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 

1Ti 4:10  For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe. 

Heb 12:25  See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh from heaven: 

Heb 12:26  Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven.

The revelation of Jesus Christ is something that you experience, and it's not a book about eschatology. You all realize that. It's a book that you do and keep, and it just is very explicit about that, and once you see it, how can anyone not see it? But it's that way with everything. You and I didn't see it yesterday. We were just as blind as Paul Crouch. We couldn't see any more than he could, but by the grace of God, and maybe through the efforts of Paul Crouch in some of our cases, we were brought to Christ, called out of the world so that we could become a chosen, but you never become a chosen without first being a called. God does not call his elect out of the sea. He calls them out of the earth. He calls them out of the called. So if you've experience that second calling, that's good. But you never get there without going through the first one, any more than you'll ever be a second Adam without first being a first Adam (1 Cor 15:45). [Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/deceive2.php]

Joh 11:55  And the Jews' passover was nigh at hand: and many went out of the country up to Jerusalem before the passover, to purify themselves. 

Joh 11:56  Then sought they for Jesus, and spake among themselves, as they stood in the temple, What think ye, that he will not come to the feast? 

Joh 11:57  Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a commandment, that, if any man knew where he were, he should shew it, that they might take him. 

Will he come? A provocative question that our blind flesh asks, but we later learn that He is the Temple, the Passover, the Feast, and New Jerusalem which we were standing in… Until we are purified by Christ cleansing our temple, we will not see Christ or the Christ, and our definition of Him will be another gospel, another spirit and another Jesus. In verse 57 we’re reminded that it is God who allowed these councils of men to eventually “take him”. Although it was they themselves that had given the commandment, it was the counsel of God that “determined before to be done”.

Dan 12:10  Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand. 

2Co 11:4  For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.

 Act 4:26  The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ. 

Act 4:27  For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, 

Act 4:28  For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy [God’s] counsel determined before to be done. 

What we see in this chapter is that God puts into the hearts of men the counsel that He has ordained from the foundation of the world, and that the kingdom is given unto the beast, but that kingdom is the kingdom of men where we at first live and move and have our being within Christ, until the time that the Kingdom of God is within. All things work together to fulfill the counsel of His will.

1Co 2:7  But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 

Act 17:28  For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. 

Eph 1:11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

Rom 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 

Rev 17:17  For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.
