John 11:45-48  – March 29, 2012

Joh 11:45  Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him. 

Joh 11:46  But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus had done. 

Joh 11:47  Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, What do we? for this man doeth many miracles. 

Joh 11:48  If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation. 

Verse 45 reminds us that to “‘believe on him” is not “tried faith” when we only look to “the things which Jesus did”, which we are also told in Chapter 8 when “many believed on him” yet wanted to kill him(Joh 8:31) . We learn that we must continue to abide (G3306 meno: continue/abide with him). in him (“continue in my word”) to come to know the truth that will set us free (Joh 8:32, 36) and see in Peter’s letter that this abiding in Christ only comes with tried faith.

Joh 8:30  As he spake these words, many believed on him. 

Joh 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue [G3306 men'-o:
A primary verb; to stay (in a given place, state, relation or expectancy): - abide, continue, dwell, endure, be present, remain, stand, tarry (for), X thine own] in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 

Joh 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

Joh 8:33  They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? 

Joh 8:34  Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. 

Joh 8:35  And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. 

Joh 8:36  If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 

Joh 8:37  I know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in you. 

1Pe 1:7  That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 

1Pe 1:8  Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:

 1Pe 5:10  But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.
Without the starting point of the gift of faith it is impossible to please God, but even “the devils also believe, and tremble”. 

Mat 13:54  And when he was come into his own country, he taught them in their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, and said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works? 

Mat 13:58  And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief. 

Mat 17:20  And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 

Heb 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 

Joh 6:44  No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.

Mar 1:23  And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 

Mar 1:24  Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God.

Jas 2:19  Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.  
Before that tried faith, we are “yet carnal” and “come behind in no gift” . But as our faith is tried, this process of removing idols and strong delusion is the means by which we eventually go beyond believing only for the tangible miracles’ sake. As Christ tells us (Thomas), we are blessed when we are finally granted the tried faith to call Christ “The LORD my  God” (Zec 13:9), and to believe although we have not seen. Thomas knows Christ after the flesh as we all start off, and then after we are tried and tested we no longer know Him after the flesh (2 Co 5:16).

1Co 1:7  So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

1Co 3:1  And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.

2Th 2:9  Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 

2Th 2:10  And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

2Th 2:11  And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 

Joh 20:27  Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 

Joh 20:28  And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. 

Joh 20:29  Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 

1Pe 1:7  That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 

1Pe 1:8  Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:

Zec 13:9  And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God.

 2Co 5:16  Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.
Faith that is not tried will glory in that which God does in it, but it is tried faith that brings us to give all the glory and honour to God to whom it belongs.  His disciples marvelled that the spirit world was subject unto them, but then Christ tells us not to glory in that or marvel over the spirits being subject unto us, but rather rejoice that our names are written in heaven (Luk 10:20). With Christ as our head and being seated with Him in heavenly places (Ep 2:6) we rejoice because now we can with Christ in us have dominion over Satan himself and all his minions which ruled over us for so long. Christ goes on to tell His disciples who were marvelling that the spirit world was subject unto them that He had beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. We start off overcoming the wood hay and stubble in our lives until God matures us enough to do battle in the heavens where we then see Satan pulled down like lightning from our own heavens. As Christ is so are we in this world, and we come to do greater spiritual warfare with Christ through whom we can endure all things.

1Co 4:7  For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?
 1Co 1:31  That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 
Luk 10:17  And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name. 

Luk 10:18  And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. 

Luk 10:19  Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 

        Luk 10:20  Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven. 
Eph 2:6  And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:  
        2Co 10:3  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 

        2Co 10:4  (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 

2Co 10:5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;  

1Jn 4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.
Php 4:13  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

Joh 11:46  But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus had done. 

Joh 11:47  Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, What do we? for this man doeth many miracles. 

“their ways”  of verse 46 is not “the way” which is Jesus Christ. We remain in Babylon (with “the Pharisees” = orthodox Christianity of today) until we are called out. We seek the council of men rather than that of God until we are eventually led to the truth that his ways are not our ways, and that the way that seems right to us leads to death.

Joh 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

Joh 14:7  If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.

Rev 18:4  And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.

Isa 55:7  Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

Isa 55:8  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 
Pro 16:25  There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.
Joh 11:47  Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, What do we? for this man doeth many miracles. 

Joh 11:48  If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation. 

             Strong delusion has us believing that we are responsible for our welfare and our future (more on this reflection below). This exalting of the flesh not only has us feeling responsible for our actions but also looking for a physical Messiah (Joh 6:15) to save us and establish The Kingdom of God now in the earth. We like Peter initially fear losing our life and going through the fiery trials which is the only way the Kingdom of God can be established within us. We deny Christ until the only one who can be a faithful witness to our Father is established within us, Jesus Christ. We remember flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom and that the kingdoms of this world will be established and ruled over by those who have the Kingdom of God within them (Rev 11:15).
2Th 2:11  And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 

Joh 6:15  When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone.

Act 14:22  Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.  

 Mar 14:30  And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this day, even in this night, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. 
 Rev 1:5  And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood

 1Co 15:50  Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.
Rev 11:15  And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.
So while we operate in the flesh, we continue to look to physical power, physical solutions until we see them for the snares that they are which lead to death (Pro 14:27,16:25). The kings of the earth within us ( Rev 13:1) set themselves against the Lord and against his anointed within, until there’s “a falling away” within us.  Satan has been ruling on the throne of our hearts and only Christ can make war with the beast and bring us to give an account of this fact that we are guilty of the blood of all the prophets and chief of sinners. 
Psa 69:22  Let their table become a snare before them: and that which should have been for their welfare, let it become a trap.

Pro 14:27  The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death. 
Pro 16:25  There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.
Heb 2:15  And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.

Psa 2:2  The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying,

Rev 13:1  And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. 

2Th 2:3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 

2Th 2:4  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.

Rev 17:12  And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 

Rev 13:4  And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?
2Co 10:3  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 

2Co 10:4  (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 

2Co 10:5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 

Mat 23:35  That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.
Joh 11:48  If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation. 

We believe we are responsible for our welfare and our future but it is a forked tongue which speaks here: “If we let him” certainly is not a statement showing belief in God’s sovereignty. God’s word cannot be broken so “all will believe on him” is a prophecy coming out of the mouth of the unbelieving who is speaking of things beyond his understanding. The double-tongued and unstable witness of our flesh at this point in our walk speaks of “our place and nation”, demonstrating that we are yet carnal and do not realize that our citizenship is in heaven and not on the earth. 

…Does Joseph or God, anywhere ever tell us that we are responsible for our own works? No, never in the pages of all of God's Word to mankind do we ever find the word 'responsible.'…

Gen 45:8  So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.

…What minister of "historical orthodox Christianity agrees with Joseph? There is not one. Then again they are all so double- tongued that they all declare that God is indeed sovereign and with the same forked serpent's tongue they declare that you and you alone are responsible for choosing whether you will accept Christ as your savior. God is believed to have no influence over your fabled 'free' will… 

[excerpts from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/What_Is_Life_Aionios.php]

Joh 10:35  If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken; 

Php 3:20  For our conversation [G4175 a community, that is, (abstractly) citizenship (figuratively): - conversation] is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:
Our flesh looks outwardly to the ‘enemies’ we perceive as threats to our flesh – the Romans in this case. Until we are granted to do so, we cannot look inwardly to see the enemies, the Romans, the tares that must be burned up.  And as we live by every word (Mat 4:4, Luk 4:4); we are the tares as well as the wheat in our appointed time.

Mat 13:30  Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.
Mat 13:38  The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one;

It is in verse 48 that John specifically mentions the Romans [G4514]. This is the only other book that this word is mentioned besides the eleven times it is mentioned in the book of Acts. If we look to those other uses of this word G4514 in the bible, we see that John is pointing to the Babylon of the Old Testament, speaking of the bondage that we have under the law of Moses, under the law our schoolmaster. This is the process God deems as ‘good’: We begin our journey as “strangers before God”,  we dwell in Babylon before we “come out of her my people”, and “thy sisters… shall return” before “thou and thy daughters shall return to your former estate”.

Gal 3:23  But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. 

Gal 3:24  Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 

Jer 32:42  For thus saith the LORD; Like as I have brought all this great evil upon this people, so will I bring upon them all the good that I have promised them.
1Ch 29:15  For we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers: our days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding. 

Act 13:46  Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.

Rev 18:4  And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.

Eze 16:55  When thy sisters, Sodom and her daughters, shall return to their former estate, and Samaria and her daughters shall return to their former estate, then thou and thy daughters shall return to your former estate.

Why did God bother to have a carnal nation? He had a carnal nation to show us that the church today is carnal and "has been rebellious against the Lord."
1Co 10:11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.
1Co 10:12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.

Everything that happened to Israel happened to them "for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come." The things that happened to Israel was not for their admonition, but for ours:
[Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Is_The_Bible_The_Only_Word_Of_God.php]
And this is the promise Jesus continues to speak of to us who have been granted eyes to see and ears to hear, which our council of chief priests and Pharisees cannot see until God deems it time to see:

Gal 3:25  But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 

Gal 3:26  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

Joh 8:30  As he spake these words, many believed on him. 

Joh 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue [abide (G3306 meno: continue/abide with him] in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 

Joh 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

