John 11:34-43  – March 22, 2012

Joh 11:34  And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see. 

Joh 11:35  Jesus wept. 

Joh 11:36  Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him! 

Joh 11:37  And some of them said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should not have died? 

Joh 11:38  Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. 

Joh 11:39  Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. 

Joh 11:40  Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? 

Joh 11:41  Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 

Joh 11:42  And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. 

Joh 11:43  And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 

Joh 11:44  And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. 

By the time we come to these verses in this 11th chapter, we have a good sense of how well known and how well off this family is (of Mary, Martha and Lazarus), and how closely Jesus would have known them:

The expensive ointment that Mary uses on Jesus’ feet (Joh 11:2, Joh 12:3);

This grave (a cave rather than a common grave or trench) (Joh 11:38); 

The mention of the women who ministered to Jesus’ and his disciples needs (Mar 40-41);

The familiarity of this family in Bethany (Mat 26:6-7, Joh 11:19);
Sharing a meal, eating at Martha’s house (Luk 10:38-40, Joh 12:2)  with her tending and cooking etc.

With this in mind, we understand Martha as ourselves in that carnal and blind state of questioning our Lord with the actions that Jesus has made to this point: 

First he did not come when they sent for him when Lazarus was ill staying away 2 more days (Joh 11:3,5);

Then when she runs out to him, he doesn’t explain why he delayed his coming (Joh 11:20, 25);

And now tells them to take away the stone of a 4 day old dead man (Joh 11:39).

None of this makes sense to the carnal mind that cannot interpret the spiritual intention of the physical event.

1Co 2:14  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

But Christ reminds us in these verses that “this sickness is not unto death but for the glory of God”. It is not the physical miracle we are to remember but the great plan of God for all mankind being revealed in the parable.
Joh 11:4  When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.

Joh 11:40  Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? 

Isa 46:10  Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:

1Ti 2:4  Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 

1Ti 2:5  For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;

Joh 11:34  And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see. 

Joh 11:39  Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. 

Verses 34 and 39 remind us of the process that God takes all of us through, pruning us and growing patience and love through the trials and longsuffering  (Col 3:12-15 for example) that kills the old man to leave Christ alone standing. He knows the end from the beginning but makes us live out the experiences of failure, joy, pain, dying and overcoming…

Lev 25:3  Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in the fruit thereof; 

Lev 25:4  But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath for the LORD: thou shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard. 

Heb 4:3  For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world.

Col 3:12  Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 

Col 3:13  Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 

Col 3:14  And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 

Col 3:15  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

2Th 1:4  So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure: 

2Th 1:5  Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer: 

…So He makes us to take away the stone (He doesn’t do it for us). He makes us say outloud ‘come and see’ and “I was afraid because I was naked and I hid myself”. 

Joh 11:34  And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see. 

Joh 11:39  Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. 

Gen 3:9  And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 

Gen 3:10  And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.

He didn’t’ roll that stone away. He has us to do all we can and then we stand to see his salvation as the Israelites did at the Red Sea. All the world will be brought out of darkness after we are brought to cry out.

Exo 14:10  And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the LORD. 

Exo 14:11  And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? 

Exo 14:12  Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness. 

Exo 14:13  And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever. 

Exo 14:14  The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. 

Eph 6:13  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

Eph 6:14  Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

Rev 15:2  And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. 

Rev 15:3  And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.

Joh 11:35  Jesus wept. 

Joh 11:36  Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him! 

Last week we reflected on the definition of the word ‘groan’, as well as how the Jews misinterpreted Mary’s actions as she arose to go to Jesus rather than to go to mourn at the grave. These verses today continue to show us how blind we are to the meaning behind the actions of Christ and the plans of His Father, until He opens our eyes. The Jews here continue to misinterpret the actions around them (Joh 11:36), just like Job and his miserable comforters, just like the apostles earlier in the chapter on mention of Lazarus sleeping (Joh 11:13) and here now of Jesus weeping (Joh 11:35), Christ is the resurrection (Joh 11:25). He knows Lazarus will rise (Joh 11:23). He has just groaned in the spirit, in indignation for the blindness around Him (Joh 11:33). Christ was not mourning as those who have no hope.

G1690 em-brim-ah'-om-ahee  From G1722 and brimaomai (to snort with anger); to have indignation on, that is, (transitively) to blame, (intransitively) to sigh with chagrin, (specifically) to sternly enjoin: - straitly charge, groan, murmur against.

Joh 11:33  When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled,
Joh 11:35  Jesus wept. 

Joh 11:36  Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him! 

Joh 11:28  And when she had so said, she went her way, and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come, and calleth for thee. 

Joh 11:29  As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto him.
Joh 11:31  The Jews then which were with her in the house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and went out, followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep there.

Job 2:11  Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that was come upon him, they came every one from his own place; Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite: for they had made an appointment together to come to mourn with him and to comfort him. 

Job 16:2  I have heard many such things: miserable comforters are ye all.

Job 19:2  How long will ye vex my soul, and break me in pieces with words? 

Job 19:3  These ten times have ye reproached me: ye are not ashamed that ye make yourselves strange to me. 

Job 19:7  Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not heard: I cry aloud, but there is no judgment.

Joh 11:13  Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep.

1Th 4:13  But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 

Joh 11:37  And some of them said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should not have died? 

Joh 11:38  Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. 

Again Jesus groans at this lack of faith, this blindness, as we continue to look for those physical miracles with no understanding of the glory to come, our hope of glory, Christ in you.

Mat 13:14  And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 

Mat 13:15  For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 

Luk 16:29  Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 

Luk 16:30  And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 

Luk 16:31  And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.
Eph 1:18  The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

Col 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

Joh 11:38  Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. 

John is also careful to mention both the cave and the stone in this verse. More than simple confirmation of the wealth of the family,  the word “cave”  and “stone” hold much significance in their meaning:

The word “cave” used here is Strong’s G4693, used six times in the NT all other times as “den” as in “den of thieves” in the synoptic gospels, as well as “of the earth” in Hebrews and “in the rocks of the mountains” in Revelation. What this tells us is that it is Christ who must and who will come to release us and deliver us from the earth, from death and sin, which is all that is in Adam.

Mat_21:13  AndG2532 saidG3004 unto them,G846 It is written,G1125 MyG3450 houseG3624 shall be calledG2564 the houseG3624 of prayer;G4335 butG1161 yeG5210 have madeG4160 itG846 a denG4693 of thieves.G3027 

Mar_11:17  AndG2532 he taught,G1321 sayingG3004 unto them,G846 Is it notG3756 written,G1125 MyG3450 houseG3624 shall be calledG2564 of allG3956 nationsG1484 the houseG3624 of prayer?G4335 butG1161 yeG5210 have madeG4160 itG846 a denG4693 of thieves.G3027 

Luk_19:46  SayingG3004 unto them,G846 It is written,G1125 MyG3450 houseG3624 isG2076 the houseG3624 of prayer:G4335 butG1161 yeG5210 have madeG4160 itG846 a denG4693 of thieves.G3027
Heb_11:38  (Of whomG3739 theG3588 worldG2889 wasG2258 notG3756 worthy:) theyG514 wanderedG4105 inG1722 deserts,G2047 andG2532 in mountains,G3735 andG2532 in densG4693 andG2532 cavesG3692 of theG3588 earth.G1093 

Rev_6:15  AndG2532 theG3588 kingsG935 of theG3588 earth,G1093 andG2532 theG3588 great men,G3175 andG2532 theG3588 rich men,G4145 andG2532 theG3588 chief captains,G5506 andG2532 theG3588 mighty men,G1415 andG2532 everyG3956 bondman,G1401 andG2532 everyG3956 free man,G1658 hidG2928 themselvesG1438 inG1519 theG3588 densG4693 andG2532 inG1519 theG3588 rocksG4073 of theG3588 mountains;G3735

1Co 15:22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

The “stone” (G3037) in this verse is the same Greek word used for the millstone, the grinding to powder stone, the stumbling stone, a living stone, a chief corner stone and a white stone. It is Christ that crushes Babylon out of us after we are made to stumble upon him. We are the little lively stones (or ‘petros’: a piece of rock), the little books who will all be judged according to our works.
Mar 9:42  And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea. 

Rev 18:21  And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all.
Mat 21:44  And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.
Rom 9:33  As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.
1Pe 2:4  To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, 

1Pe 2:5  Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

1Pe 2:6  Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 

 1Pe 2:7  Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,

Mat 16:18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter (G4074 petros: piece of rock) , and upon this rock (G4073 petra: a mass of rock) I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. Please see http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/What_Is_The_Rock_On_Which_Christs_Church_Is_Built.php for more detail on this reflection)
Rev 2:17  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.
Rev 20:12  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.
Joh 11:41  Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 

Joh 11:42  And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. 

Joh 11:43  And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 

Joh 11:44  And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. 

What a spectacle this was! Lazarus, bound hand and foot comes forth, a dead man ‘walking’. It made him so famous that the chief priests sought an occasion to kill him so as to keep quiet all the miracles that Jesus accomplished.  God’s elect are raised into heavenly places and hated of all men, just as Lazarus was a type of our spiritual resurrection, causing the people of his day to want to kill him.

Joh 12:9  Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was there: and they came not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead. 

Joh 12:10  But the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death; 
But the people could not be silenced and these sensational stories were the means used to spread the Gospel. 

Mat 27:53  And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many. 

Joh 12:17  The people therefore that was with him when he called Lazarus out of his grave, and raised him from the dead, bare record. 

Rom 6:4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

Rom 6:5  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 

Rom 6:6  Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 

Rom 6:7  For he that is dead is freed from sin.

For a deeper understanding on why the napkin is specifically named, please read http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Spiritual_Significance_Of_Handkerchifs_And_Aprons.php 

After his resurrection, Christ  is recorded as witnessing for 40 days. Later in one of Paul’s writings, we are told that many eye witnesses bare record of him after his resurrection. But the lack of faith mentioned already in the book of John alone, and the unbelief spoken of in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke, continues in each generation “till all be fulfilled”. We too (“which is his body”) will witness as Christ increases in us (and we decrease – Joh 3:30).

Act 1:3  To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:

1Co 15:6  After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.

Luk 21:32  Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled. 

Eph 1:22  And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 

Eph 1:23  Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

1Co 15:28  And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.

