John 10:12-31  – February 16, 2012

Joh 10:12  But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 

Joh 10:13  The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. 

Joh 10:14  I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 

Joh 10:15  As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

Joh 10:16  And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 

Joh 10:17  Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 

Joh 10:18  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father. 

Joh 10:19  There was a division therefore again among the Jews for these sayings. 

Joh 10:20  And many of them said, He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye him? 

Joh 10:21  Others said, These are not the words of him that hath a devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind? 

Joh 10:22  And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. 

Joh 10:23  And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch. 

Joh 10:24  Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 

Joh 10:25  Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. 

Joh 10:26  But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 

Joh 10:27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

Joh 10:28  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 

Joh 10:29  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 

Joh 10:30  I and my Father are one. 

Joh 10:31  Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 

*********** 

Joh 10:12  But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 

Joh 10:13  The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. 

We are the hireling before we can become the shepherd and eventually by the grace of God and only by Christ within us, God's elect become that shepherd who love and care for the flock and lay down their life for the flock. This point was driven home by Christ when He asked Peter “do you love me more than these” 

Was there ever a reason to think that Peter loved the other disciples more than Christ? It was Peter to bragged that the other might leave Him but he would never do such a thing. But when Christ did not appear to them for several days, Peter said, "I go a fishing", and the others followed his lead. Peter was told at his calling that he was to become a "fisher of men", and like all of us we tend to let the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches keep us from depending on God to supply our needs while we are 'fishing for men'. Peter had returned to the profession he had for his livelihood, and Christ was asking him if he was going to feed people physical fish or feed them His Word. That was the question being presented to Peter. 'Will you return to being a fisherman or will you now feed my lambs and sheep with my Word instead of physical fish. [comment by Mike Vinson]
It takes time and process to let go of the fleshly concerns that dominate us in the early stages of our walk in the wilderness, and so Christ tells us to not be as the Gentiles (the hireling) any longer who are focused on the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches. (Mat 6:32)

Joh 21:15  So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 
Joh 21:16  He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 
Joh 21:17  He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.
 Joh 21:18  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.
Joh 21:19  This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me. 

Mat 6:32  (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 

Christ is the faithful witness (Rev 1:5), the good shepherd (Joh 10:11, 14), and we all flee as the hireling (Joh 10:12, 13), rejecting Christ and denying him, as Peter did three times (Luk 22:34) to remind us of the process  that God takes us through to humble our flesh through this day of evil (Ecc 1:13). This is the dragging process that is a miracle, painful as it is for the flesh, and one that we are all totally unworthy to receive (1Co 15:9), this Day of the Lord (Isa 13:9, Amo 5:20) where the moon turns to blood (Rev 6:12) and it is given to the few before it is given to the many.

The “wolf” of verse 12 is a Greek word related to “white” or “whitish”  and brings to mind (2Co 11) that warn us of the “deceitful workers transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ” as well as “Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light”.  These are the false prophets “which comes… in sheep’s clothing… ravening wolves”, sent to scatter and divide (v 19). 

G3074, loo'-kos “Perhaps akin to the base of G3022 (from the whitish hair); a wolf: - wolf.”  

G3022 lyoo-kos' From luke(“light”); white: - white 

2Co 11:13  For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 

2Co 11:14  And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.

Mat 7:15  Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

Joh 10:19  There was a division therefore again among the Jews for these sayings.

The word “wolf” is seen in scripture only 6 times. Four of those times it shows the wolf as one that divides and scatters, the other two as coming in to dwell with the lamb and to feed with the lamb. So by the sum of God’s word we see that the wolf will also come into the fold that Christ speaks of in verse 16, but this beast will first devour the prey in the morning.

Gen_49:27  Benjamin [The Elect] shall ravin as a wolf: in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil. 

Jer_5:6  Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay them, and a wolf of the evenings shall spoil them, a leopard shall watch over their cities: every one that goeth out thence shall be torn in pieces: because their transgressions are many, and their backslidings are increased. 

Joh_10:12  But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.

Isa_11:6  The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 

Isa_65:25  The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD. 

Regarding “the wolf catcheth[G726: har-pad'-zo From a derivative of G138; to seize (in various applications): - catch (away, up), pluck, pull, take (by force).] them, and scattereth [G4650 skor-pid'-zo - apparently from the same as G4651 (through the idea of penetrating); to dissipate, that is, (figuratively) put to flight, waste, be liberal: - disperse abroad, scatter (abroad).] the sheep” of verse 12: There are many examples throughout the bible of this division and scattering and apostasy: sheep among wolves (Mat 10:16), dumb before the slaughter (Isa 53:7, Act 8:32), sent to synagogues to witness and be rejected (Mat 10:17-18). 

Gen 49:26  The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that was separate from his brethren.

Mat 10:34  Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. 

Mat 10:35  For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 

Mat 10:36  And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. 

Mat 10:37  He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 

Mat 10:38  And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 

Mat 10:39  He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.

2Ti 4:9 Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me: 
2Ti 4:10 For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. 

2Ti 4:14 Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his works: 
2Ti 4:15 Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood our words. 
2Ti 4:16 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. 


2Pe 2:1  But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 

2Pe 2:2  And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 

God causes the division in the body of Christ by allowing Satan to move these false prophets into our midst.  We come to deeply appreciate the unity and oneness of mind that is a gift that God gives to those whom He strengthens, and delivers out of mouth of the lion. 

2Ti 4:17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and [that] all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.

1Co 2:9  But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

Strong’s definition of the word “Hireling” also reveals a spiritual truth. It is G3411 mis-tho-tos' From G3409; a wage worker (good or bad): - hired servant, hireling. This is our time when we are not dedicated to our job or calling. We are the wage worker whose focus is the wage.  This is Esau and the pottage. This is when we look to the tangible gifts of the spirit (i.e. physical miracles), rather than the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22, Mat 7:16, 20)

Gen 25:34  Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised his birthright. 

Those who are so concerned with gifts are always the ones who are the least concerned with the fruit of the Giver…. 

Physical miracles are fine so long as they are not used as the criteria for "trying the spirits to see whether they be of God." That is where we look more to the fruit of the spirit: 

Matt 7:16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 
Matt 7:17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 

 [Excerpts from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Spiritual_Significance_Of_Handkerchifs_And_Aprons.php]

Let us ask the Father to give us the spiritual discernment to be able to distinguish the moving of the Spirit from the fruits of the Spirit. The two are not necessarily mutually exclusive, but as Samson, the carnal Corinthians and the church of Laodecia all demonstrate, gifts and the moving of the Spirit do not necessarily produce the fruits of the Spirit. We do not know them by their gifts. We know them [God's true called ones] only by their fruits (Mat 7:16, 20)….

That fruit is described in Gal 5:22: "...love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith..." etc. God quite frequently gives gifts of the Spirit without the gift of an indwelling Holy Spirit as Christ's own yet unconverted disciples demonstrated (Luk 10:20). The deception we face is not obvious and would deceive the elect if possible. Let us try the spirits. Gifts are good in their place, but don't try spirits by gifts. "Ye shall know them by their fruits" (Mat 7:16 & 20). 

[Excerpts from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/sovereignty11.php]

Joh 10:14  I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 

Joh 10:15  As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

We see the head and body relationship we are called into in these two verses,with Christ our Head and the Head of Christ, God. There is a deep abiding (dwelling, within) love or relationship here, a “knowing” in the biblical sense of a man and his wife. So too is this relationship with the members of this one Body as we grow in fellowship and feel each other’s pain, bound together through our like-experiences through the fiery trials.

Php 2:25  Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, and companion in labour, and fellowsoldier, but your messenger, and he that ministered to my wants. 

Php 2:26  For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness, because that ye had heard that he had been sick. 

Php 2:27  For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on him; and not on him only, but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 

Php 2:28  I sent him therefore the more carefully, that, when ye see him again, ye may rejoice, and that I may be the less sorrowful. 

Php 2:29  Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness; and hold such in reputation: 

Php 2:30  Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not regarding his life, to supply your lack of service toward me. 

Joh 10:16  And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 

“other sheep… not of this fold” (verse 16): speaks of the innumerable multitude that comes after this fold that Christ refers to in Mic 2:12. Those sheep who hear his voice now (John 10:3) are those whom God chooses to prepare their hearts with conditions that will make them empathetic and capable of the calling of a shepherd, a higher calling than that of an hireling.

Mic 2:12  I will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob [innumerable multitude]; I will gather the remnant of Israel [The Elect]; I will set them together like sheep in a fold, like a flock in its pasture, a noisy multitude of men.

This fold has two separate gatherings: one now and one when “they shall hear my voice”. All will become one in God’s time. This is a reference to universal salvation for those with eyes to see it.

1Co 15:28  And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.

See also http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/The_Head_Of_Christ_Is_God.php
Joh 10:17  Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 

Joh 10:18  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father. 

Is Christ speaking of his free moral agency here, his independence from his Father? No, God’s word shows us that Christ lays his life down by the power of His spirit given to him in full measure. Christ tells us time and again that He does nothing except that which His Father gives Him the power to do. This total submissiveness and oneness with His Father is our example of what we are to do as the body of Christ.

Joh 3:34  For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. (ESV)

Joh 5:30  I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.

Joh 6:38  For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.

Eph 5:21  Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.  

Joh 10:19  There was a division therefore again among the Jews for these sayings. 

Joh 10:20  And many of them said, He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye him? 

Joh 10:21  Others said, These are not the words of him that hath a devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind? 

Joh 10:22  And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. 

Here in verse 19 is this division spoken of in verses 12 and 13. The wolf scatters the sheep, there is division, many false doctrines, lies, deceits and heresies. This is the blindness that the devil brings (verse 21). This is our time of relying on men rather than on the soundness and singleness that is in Christ.

2Ti 1:7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

2Co 11:3  But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity [G572 “singleness”] that is in Christ.  

It is ironic that all this took place at the feast of dedication in the winter -- the feast where the temple is purified -- knowing that there is no growth or increase in the winter, and that “this temple which we are” will never be purified until it is purified with “more than the sacrifice of animals”, or purification rituals.

The feast of the dedication - This was a feast instituted by Judas Maccabeus, in commemoration of his purifying the temple after it had been defiled by Antiochus Epiphanes. This feast began on the twenty-fifth of the month Cisleu, (which answers to the eighteenth of our December), and continued for eight days. When Antiochus had heard that the Jews had made great rejoicings, on account of a report that had been spread of his death, he hastened out of Egypt to Jerusalem, took the city by storm, and slew of the inhabitants in three days forty thousand persons; and forty thousand more he sold for slaves to the neighboring nations. Not contented with this, he sacrificed a great sow on the altar of burnt offerings; and, broth being made by his command of some of the flesh, he sprinkled it all over the temple, that he might defile it to the uttermost. See Prideaux’s Connection, vol. iii. p. 236, edit. 1725. After this, the whole of the temple service seems to have been suspended for three years, great dilapidations having taken place also in various parts of the buildings: see 1 Maccabees 4:36, etc. As Judas Maccabaeus not only restored the temple service, and cleansed it from pollution, etc., but also repaired the ruins of it, the feast was called τα εγκαινια, the renovation. [Excerpt from Clarke’s commentary on Joh 10:22]

1Co 3:16  Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

Heb 9:12  Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.

Heb 9:13  For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:

Heb 9:14  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?  

It seems that winter is the time of darkness in our lives when we need the comfort and fellowship from the indwelling abiding Word and to hear that word from others who can ‘abide with us’. The elect must stay faithful to and abide in the scriptures to be in the right ‘haven’ in the winter [Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Spiritual_seasons.php]

Joh 10:23  And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch. 

Solomon’s Porch is mentioned three other times in the bible. Solomon offered burnt offering on that which he had built (2Ch 8), a lame man was cured there (Acts 3) and Ananias & Sapphira died there (Acts 5 ). We see in Eze 40 that the breadth of the porch in his vision is eleven cubits, signifying man's incomplete state. What can we derive from all these stories seeing we live by every word (Mat 4:4)? For Jesus Christ to take his rightful place on the throne in that temple (within)(1Co 3:16), we must offer our lives as a living sacrifice (Rom 12:1), and see ourselves as a lame man who needs to be cured, and as Ananias & Sapphira who at first withhold our portion of the land (our body) and die in order that the seed may bring forth fruit (Joh 12:24). We see by these verses that the only way for this temple to go from eleven to the foundational number of twelve is to have Jesus walk in the temple of our lives, and change our lives (Joh 10:23).

2Ch 8:12  Then Solomon offered burnt offerings unto the LORD on the altar of the LORD, which he had built before the porch, 

Act 3:11  And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch that is called Solomon's, greatly wondering. 

Act 5:11  And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things. 

Act 5:12  And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon's porch.

Mat 4:4  But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

1Co 3:16  Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

Rom 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

Joh 12:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.    

The porch of the temple is also eleven cubits and we will need to be perfected until this verse is fulfilled outwardly.

Rev 21:22 And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.

[Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/six.php
So long as there is a need for a temple, man's incomplete state will be reflected in that temple:

Eze 40:49  The length of the porch was twenty cubits, and the breadth eleven cubits; and he brought me by the steps whereby they went up to it: and there were pillars by the posts, one on this side, and another on that side.

But there will not always be any need for a temple with a porch whose width is eleven cubits"

Rev 21:22 And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.

"No temple.. for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple." Just another one of those statements which to the natural man are a wonder. [Except from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/eleven.php]

Joh 10:24  Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 

Joh 10:25  Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. 

Joh 10:26  But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 

Joh 10:27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

Joh 10:28  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 

Joh 10:29  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 

Joh 10:30  I and my Father are one. 

Joh 10:31  Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 

The “works” that Christ speaks of in verse 25 bear witness that Christ is being moved by the Father and is who he says he is. But because there is no faith granted to us at this point in our walk we see only the miracles (the gifts of the Spirit, not the fruit). It is God who does the dragging (Joh 6:44) We take up stones before we say “Neither do I condemn thee; go and sin no more”. Eternal Life (verse 28) is granted to everyone (verse 16) but each in his own order.

Joh 8:7  So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 

Joh 8:10  When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 

Joh 8:11  She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

1Co 15:23  But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.

