John 9:23 to 9:41  – February 2, 2012

Joh 9:23  Therefore said his parents, He is of age; ask him. 

Joh 9:24  Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this man is a sinner. 

Joh 9:25  He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see. 

Joh 9:26  Then said they to him again, What did he to thee? how opened he thine eyes? 

Joh 9:27  He answered them, I have told you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear it again? will ye also be his disciples? 

Joh 9:28  Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses' disciples. 

Joh 9:29  We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, we know not from whence he is. 

Joh 9:30  The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes. 

Joh 9:31  Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth. 

Joh 9:32  Since the world began was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind. 

Joh 9:33  If this man were not of God, he could do nothing. 

Joh 9:34  They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us? And they cast him out. 

Joh 9:35  Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? 

Joh 9:36  He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? 

Joh 9:37  And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee. 

Joh 9:38  And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him. 

Joh 9:39  And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind. 

Joh 9:40  And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also? 

Joh 9:41  Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth. 

We will all eventually come to the point of understanding that we cannot talk anyone into seeing something spiritual when God has us in our blind state. The natural is first, then the spiritual.

Mat 19:11  But he said unto them, All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is given.

Act 14:4  But the multitude of the city was divided: and part held with the Jews, and part with the apostles.

1Co 15:46  Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.

Joh 9:23  Therefore said his parents, He is of age; ask him. 

“of age”: Spiritually speaking this has to do with being visited by our Lord and touched, healed by him. It happens after that ‘preparation of the heart’ period and is ‘of that chosen generation’, a generation of believers who have been blessed to cease from their own works and enter into that Sabbath rest.

1Pe 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:

Christ is our Sabbath rest that we labour to enter into, as we cease from our own works of man on the first six days (our own righteousnesses - Isa 64:6) and rest on the seventh day, but prior to that seventh day there is the day of preparation which is when Christ body is anointed and prepared for burial.

Heb 4:3  For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 

Heb 4:4  For he spake in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all his works. 

Luk 23:54  And that day was the preparation, and the sabbath drew on. 

Luk 23:55  And the women also, which came with him from Galilee, followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was laid. 

Luk 23:56  And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath day according to the commandment.  

All of this anointing and preparation is symbolic of what God must do to us as we learn to become living sacrifices who are now dead to sin and alive in Christ. As He is so are we in this world applies to every part of Christ's walk and part of that walk was the preparation day before the Sabbath.

Rom 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

Rom 6:11  Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

1Jn 4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 

Joh 9:24  Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this man is a sinner. 

Christ is labeled  “a sinner” here because he did not keep the law as verse 14 describes

2Co 4:4  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

Joh 9:25  He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see. 

At this point in our walk, we have been touched/healed (anointed and being prepared for burial) by Christ but the relationship has not yet been developed. We do not know Him yet; there is no conversion here (Pentecost has not yet come). This is reminiscent of Peter proclaiming Christ as the Son of living God, speaking beyond his understanding.

Mat 16:15  He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 

Mat 16:16  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

Mat 16:17  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 

Joh 9:26  Then said they to him again, What did he to thee? how opened he thine eyes? 

Joh 9:27  He answered them, I have told you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear it again? will ye also be his disciples? 

Is the blind man at this point claiming to be one of Christ’s disciples as he answers the curious fleshly questions of the Pharisee's? He at least points to them while speaking to the Pharisees. He sees that they do not hear and tells them as much, as the Spirit continues to work boldly through him. This is our time of witnessing to the court, which we were only moments earlier a part of.

Eph 2:3  Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.  

Joh 9:28  Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses' disciples. 

It is incredible that we continue to ‘revile’ him that is healed miraculously, looking instead at the letter of the law (“we are Moses’ disciples”). We have a spirit of hatred toward all men before we are hated of all men because we are not given to keep the sayings of the prophecy, which is the “for my name's sake” part of (Luke 21:17)

2Co 3:3  Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. 

Luk 21:17  And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake. 

Joh 9:29  We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, we know not from whence he is. 

Notice the word “this” (the words “as for” and “fellow” are added) in reference to Jesus. In our hatred, we do not call others by their names (that are precious to God).  At this point in our walk we cannot understand the weightier matters and do not know Christ.

“this”: G5126  (too'-ton)  Accusative, singular, masculine of G3778; this (person, as object of verb or preposition): - him, the same, that, this.

Isa 43:1  But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine.

Mat 23:23  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.

Joh 9:30  The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes. 

Joh 9:31  Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth. 

The blind man sees their hypocrisy and is given understanding of what a true ‘worshipper of God’ is. If we're doing God's will, we will be worshiping Him in spirit and truth, because Christ will be fulfilling our Father's will within His temple. The Father seeks such to worship Him. The blind man does not know this yet, but this is where we start as we come out of Babylon and are cleansed of our blindness from birth.

1Jn 5:14  And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: 

Joh 4:23  But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 

Joh 4:24  God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

Joh 9:32  Since the world began was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind. 

“Since the world began” is actually “from aion”, telling us that every man is born blind. We are natural (blind) first and it is only through Christ that we can be made new (then the spiritual).

There they are; nine different English translations for one short Greek word 'aion.'  Only two times out of 129 is it translated properly as 'age' (Eph. 2:7 and Col. 1:26)

…'aion' means the period of one's life in this vessel of clay…

[Excerpts from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/What_Is_Life_Aionios.php]

2Co 5:17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

1Co 15:46  Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. 

Joh 9:33  If this man were not of God, he could do nothing. 

This echoes Christ words throughout his earthly ministry: he does his Father’s work and not his own.

Joh 8:38  I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your father. 

Joh 9:4  I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work

Joh 10:25  Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. 

Joh 10:37  If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. 

Joh 10:38  But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him.

This testimony given by the blind man who did not yet know Christ (no dialogue, no teaching, no words at all at this point) reminds us that all things are possible with God.

Mat 19:26  But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible. 

Mat 22:29  Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.

1Co 1:24  But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.

Joh 9:34  They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us? And they cast him out. 

The letter kills, and although we hear the truth, we don't receive the truth at first because we are altogether born in sin. The  Pharisee in us in this story is not applying this comment to their own blind flesh and therefore they can neither teach the truth nor receive it when it is being brought to them by God through this now seeing man who is being accused of what is true of every mans condition. At this point in our walk, instead of seeing the need for the spiritual healing of our own blindness, we cast Christ out of the temple.

Joh 6:63  It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

2Co 3:6  Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.

Luk 6:22  Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake.

Joh 9:35  Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? 

Joh 9:36  He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? 

It is only after we are cast out (come out of her my people, dragged by the Father) that Christ comes to us to begin that relationship to “believe on me”

Rev 18:4  And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.

Joh 6:44  No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.

Joh 6:29  Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.
Joh 9:37  And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee. 

Notice the dialogue there. Christ doesn’t say “here I am”. Instead, just like the dialogue with the woman at the well, He brings us into a growing understanding of spiritual sight and hearing, in order to grow into Revelation 1:3.

Joh 4:26  Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he. 

Joh 4:27  And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that he talked with the woman: yet no man said, What seekest thou? or, Why talkest thou with her? 

Joh 4:28  The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the men, 

Joh 4:29  Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?

Rev 1:3  Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.

Joh 9:38  And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him. 

Many came and worshipped Christ in the flesh and He did not disapprove of this. We worship Christ our head as He worships His head, God the Father. For a deeper understanding of the value of Him who redeems mankind, He who is called Lord God  Almighty, please see http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Worship_Christ2.php
Rev 11:17  Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 

Joh 9:39  And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind. 

Joh 9:40  And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also? 

Joh 9:41  Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth. 

Christ comes into this world now to judge, within us, before using the elect to judge the world in His righteousness.

Gal 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

Sin remains in all of us, and until we are judged we remain blind. It is only then when  God begins to take that blindness away from us, and He takes it away from us by way of the seals, the trumpets and the vials, so that one day every one will have God's mercy extended to them. He starts with His elect who will one day somewhere in the future be used to judge angels and all of mankind. The mercy He is showing us now is for those who will come after us.

1Pe 4:17  For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?

1Co 6:3  Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life?  

Rom 11:30-32  For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief: Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. 

Christ has given us eyes to see who were once blind and blinds masses by speaking in parables. The parables continue to have the desired effect which the Father wants to blind those who think they see, and we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a5YPC0-gHVo&feature=related
Rom 8:22  For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 
