John 8:48 to 8:59  – January 12, 2012

Joh 8:48  Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil? 

Joh 8:49  Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honour my Father, and ye do dishonour me. 

Joh 8:50  And I seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh and judgeth. 

Joh 8:51  Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death. 

Joh 8:52  Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of death. 

Joh 8:53  Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets are dead: whom makest thou thyself? 

Joh 8:54  Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is my Father that honoureth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God: 

Joh 8:55  Yet ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying. 

Joh 8:56  Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad. 

Joh 8:57  Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 

Joh 8:58  Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. 

Joh 8:59  Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.

**********

Joh 8:48  Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil? 

Joh 8:49  Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honour my Father, and ye do dishonour me. 

The spirit wars against the flesh and the flesh against the spirit, and such a comment as this reveals to us how we see Christ while we are yet carnal and ‘of our father the devil’ (Joh 8:48). Christ is accused of being a Samaritan as though being a Samaritan was so much lower than what these Jews thought of themselves. This reveals who we are at this stage in our walk looking down on God’s elect servants and considering them to be the spiritual gentile who is living a spiritually blasphemous life.

Gal 5:17  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

So this revelation is understood only within those who have acknowledged their blindness and who have been given "eyes within." The masses of Christianity and each of us, in our time, have no "eyes within". At that part of our walk these trumpets are all without, and are to be read, heard and kept by someone else, some "other man", some blasphemous publican. [Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Revelation_9_13__16_The_Sixth_Seal_Part_1.php]

We judge everything we ‘see’ and ‘hear’  physically and from a carnal point of view before we are granted the ability to judge righteous judgment and see Christ for who He really is. 

Ecc 3:17  I said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a time there for every purpose and for every work.

Joh 7:24  Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.

1Jn 3:2  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.

We know that we too will be pitted against the culture of the times (“hated of all men”)  and ‘those who believed on Him’ will also accuse us of having a devil. We will be the two witnesses who lie dead in the street but only after we have killed them. This process of condemnation to glory is one which is given unto the elect as we are called to go without the camp with our Lord.

Mat 10:22  And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. 
Joh 8:30  As he spake these words, many believed on him.
Joh 7:20  The people answered and said, Thou hast a devil: who goeth about to kill thee?
Rev 11:3  And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 

Rev 11:10  And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth.
Heb 13:13  Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.  

Joh 8:50  And I seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh and judgeth. 

Christ does not seek his own glory (he made himself of no reputation). He is concerned about giving all glory and honour to God, and not about himself at all, being led by the Spirit. We will come to that place but only after we’ve done a 180 degree turn in our thinking, as we come to know Christ and His Father. There is no truth in Babylon and it is us who have a devil in us while we are there even when we believe we know God (Joh 8:41).

Php 2:5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 

Php 2:6  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 

Php 2:7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 

Php 2:8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
Rom 8:14  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
Isa 55:8  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 

Isa 55:9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

Isa 55:10  For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: 

Isa 55:11  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 

We have already seen that "the sea" is our flesh with all of its natural beastly desires, which are 180 degrees opposed to the leading of the spirit of our Lord.

 …So the Jewish multitudes of John 8, who "believed on Christ", yet "had no place within them for His Word" are just another Biblical symbol of the multitudes of Christianity to this very day, who believe on Christ, yet "have no place in them for His Word". We have all been those Jewish believers, who had no room for Christ's words, just as the church at Corinth exemplifies. [Excerpt from www.iswasandwillbe.com/Revelation_18_20__23_End_of_our_hate]

Joh 8:51  Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death. 

We understand death to be sleep until we are raised in the 1st or 2nd resurrection, and that because Christ is the Bread of Life, those who read hear and keep these sayings will have Life with “Christ in you”. This is life eternal.

Joh 11:11  These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep.

Joh 11:12  Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. 

Joh 11:13  Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep.
Joh 6:33  For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 

Joh 6:34  Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 

Joh 6:35  And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

Rev 1:3  Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 

Col 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 

Joh 17:3  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.
The word “saying” in this verse is Strong’s G3056 – logos, and we are told ‘this is eternal life to know God and His Son who He has sent’. We’re also told blessed is he who reads, hears, and keeps the sayings of this prophecy in Rev 22:7, which is the same Greek word here in John 8:51. Christ is the logos who was from the beginning, and it is in Him that there is life, and the life was the light of men.

Joh 17:3  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

Rev 22:7  Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings (G3056 – logos) of the prophecy of this book.
Joh 1:1  In the beginning was the Word (G3056 – logos), and the Word (G3056 – logos) was with God, and the Word (G3056 – logos) was God.
Joh 1:2  The same was in the beginning with God. 

Joh 1:3  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

Joh 1:4  In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

Joh 8:53  Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets are dead: whom makest thou thyself? 

Joh 8:54  Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is my Father that honoureth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God: 

We see again here in these two verses just how blind we are at this stage of our walk. There is no question of who is greater yet Christ does not point to his flesh. He tells those “with ears to hear” that we are the vessel of dishonour before we are the vessel of honour in a process from one to the other, to the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.

Mat 11:15  He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

Rom 9:21  Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 

Rom 9:22  What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 

Rom 9:23  And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory,

Eph 1:18  The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

Joh 8:55  Yet ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying. 
We can’t say we know God or love God who we can’t see if we don’t love our brother who we do see, and these Pharisee’s represent that appointed time when we are of our father the devil who is not reconciling mankind but dividing the body of Christ into so many denominations. ‘Is Christ divided’ Paul later asks the church.
       1Jn 4:20  If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? 

1Jn 4:21  And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.

1Co 1:13  Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?
1Jn 2:3  And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.
Joh 8:56  Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad. 

Joh 8:57  Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 
Abraham is a shadow of those who will have Christ within them who is the hope of glory and the true father of the faithful. Abraham was given the right spirit to walk with God. Although He was yet carnal, his life was meant to manifest the type and shadow of what God’s elect would become after Pentecost, just as John the Baptist represented the elect making straight the ways of the Lord in the wilderness. That wilderness is the ‘church in the wilderness’, which is within us and can only be made straight by our coming ‘out of her my people’.

       Col 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:
       Heb 11:13  These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 
Luk 7:28  For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.

 Act 7:38  This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us:
Rev 18:4  And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.
Please see http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Abraham_rejoice.php for an answer to the question: “There is a scripture that says Abraham rejoiced to see my day and was glad (John 8:56). How can he rejoice when he is dead in the grave?”

What is the significance of the Jews saying “Thou art not yet fifty years old…”? 

The Jew’s were looking at the obvious physical fact that Christ was not nearly old enough to know Abraham, however the spiritual message that God is telling us is that Christ already is spiritually mature enough to minister to the brethren in the tabernacle of the congregation which tabernacle (temple) we are.

Num 4:47  From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that came to do the service of the ministry, and the service of the burden in the tabernacle of the congregation,

Num 8:25  And from the age of fifty years they shall cease waiting upon the service thereof, and shall serve no more: 

Num 8:26  But shall minister with their brethren in the tabernacle of the congregation, to keep the charge, and shall do no service. Thus shalt thou do unto the Levites touching their charge.

1Co 3:16  Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

We also know that the number 50 signifies both the Jubilee as well as Pentecost. What this tells us is that Christ, is our liberty and salvation, and that our release of the land in the year of Jubilee is a symbol of our victory over our own land with Christ in us. Christ our ‘hope of glory is within’ us on Pentecost. 

Lev 25:10  And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubile unto you; and ye shall return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his family. [to return to your possession and your family is talking about being brought back to God, liberty from sin and death which brings you to God]

Lev 25:11  A jubile [concerns ALL MANKIND] shall that fiftieth year be unto you: ye shall not sow, neither reap that which groweth of itself in it, nor gather the grapes in it of thy vine undressed. 

The New Testament is just as full of types and shadows as the Old Testament. Christ taught in types and shadows which He called parables. The days of unleavened bread came fifty days prior to the day of Pentecost, as a shadow of the spiritual fact that our conversion takes seven times seven plus one. Pentecost is interpreted 'count fifty'. Our conversion takes place only after we have "fallen seven times" and we come face to face with the undeniable fact that we can do nothing of ourselves… [Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Day_of_Pentecost_experience.php]
Joh 8:58  Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. 

Joh 8:59  Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.

“Before Abraham was, I am” is another instance of the revelation that Christ was created first, “before the world was”.

Joh 17:5  And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.

The question in verse 57  “Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham?” is answered in verse 58, which incites anger and violence showing us that we protect our false doctrines while calling all others devils and accusing them of blasphemy when we are without understanding just as ‘those Jews who believed on him”.
Proclaiming one's own righteousness, not even realizing that we are all created in bondage to sin, is a necessary evil in our walk, but not a good place in which to remain. Anyone who proclaims his own righteousness "is the servant of sin" and will inevitably "seek to kill Christ." We believe in Christ and yet we "cannot receive His words and we seek to kill Him." [Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Power_of_death.]
Christ certainly was not guilty of forcing strong meat down the throats of babes. Nevertheless He always called a spade a spade, and when that happens we all want to stone Christ and His Truth simply because we are unable to receive even the sincere milk of the Word, much less the strong meat, while we are still carnal babes in Christ.

Joh 8:43  Why do ye not understand my speech? [even] because ye cannot hear my word. 
Joh 8:44  Ye are of [your] father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 
Joh 8:45  And because I tell [you] the truth, ye believe me not.

But being a carnal babe is just as nourishing and essential a part of our experience as is maturity, simply because you cannot become mature without first being immature. [Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Locusts_and_honey.php]
The consequences of coming out of the blindness that we experience in the court is that we will be persecuted and alientated as He was but we are also comforted.

Joh 16:3  And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me.

Joh 17:24  Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 

Joh 17:25  O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me.

Joh 17:26  And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.

In verse 59 we read that “Jesus hid himself”, another indication that it is not given to everyone to know the mysteries of the kingdom.  

Mat 13:11  He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 
Eph 3:5  Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 

As Jesus “went out of the temple, going through the midst of them”, they could not lay a hold of Him spiritually or physically because it was not their time to understand nor was it Christ’s time to be apprehended. 

Joh 8:19  Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also.

Joh 8:20  These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come.

We can take great comfort in this knowing that there is protection upon us both spiritually and physically, and even if we are apprehended by our enemies, we know that God will always make provision for us to go through whatever He has written in His book for us. We can, with this knowledge and the accompanying patience and faith of the saints, possess our souls.

Joh 16:1  These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 

Joh 16:2  They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.

Psa 139:16  Thine eyes did see mine unformed substance; And in thy book they were all written, Even the days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was none of them. (ASV)
Rev 13:10  He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints. 

Luk 21:18  But there shall not an hair of your head perish. 

Luk 21:19  In your patience possess ye your souls.

