John 8:24 to 8:32 – December 22, 2011
Joh 8:23  And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. 

Joh 8:24  I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins. 

Joh 8:25  Then said they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning. 

Joh 8:26  I have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I have heard of him. 

Joh 8:27  They understood not that he spake to them of the Father. 

Joh 8:28  Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 

Joh 8:29  And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. 

Joh 8:30  As he spake these words, many believed on him. 

Joh 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 

Joh 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
****

Joh 8:23  And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. 

Christ’s relationship started with the Father as The Word. Christ knew His citizenship was in heaven and was never of this world. God’s elect are called out of the world, but we all start off being of our father the devil who is the god of this world and from beneath.

Joh 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
Joh 1:2  The same was in the beginning with God. 
Joh 18:36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.

Rev 18:4  And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.

2Co 4:4  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.
Joh 8:24  I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins. 

Joh 8:25  Then said they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning. 

As we discussed last week, verse 24 has Christ proclaiming who He is: I AM THAT I AM (Exo 3:14; the word ‘he’in verse 24 above is an added word). Without the faith given to believe this statement of Christ, we cannot be saved in this age and as such we will die in our sins. 
      Mat 13:11  He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 

       1Ti 3:9  Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.
      Joh 6:28  Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 

Joh 6:29  Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 

Eph 1:4  According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world,   that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:

What does “from the beginning” indicate in verse 25? This word arche (G746) is first used in the NT in Mat 19:4, which gives us a clue. And if we use the ABP+ to find the Hebrew equivalent, it is used as reshiyth (H7225) in the very first verse of the bible: So it is that Christ speaks all these things to us, to ALL of mankind, from the very beginning. 

Mat 19:4  And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female,

Gen 1:1  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
Joh 8:26  I have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I have heard of him. 

Joh 8:27  They understood not that he spake to them of the Father. 

We understand that judgment is on the house of God today so Christ’s comment about having ‘many things to say and to judge of you’ is speaking to the elect for now and speaking of things that are not as though they were for the rest of mankind. 

2Ch 20:9  If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we stand before this house, and in thy presence, (for thy name is in this house,) and cry unto thee in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and help.

1Pe 4:17  For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 

Rom 4:17  (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.
We are reminded in verse 27 that we first spend a season in complete darkness and lack of understanding. We now also understand the words of verse 26, that He judges “of” or ‘concerning’ us (“to judge of you”, not ‘to judge you’ like the Pharisees judge the aldultress in Joh 8:3-5), all of mankind, including the 1st Adam and Pharisee within, because we will give an account for our sins (rather than be responsible for them in His Sovereign plan). In other words, we are being/will be judged according to the idols of our hearts.

1Co 4:5  Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God.

There is a world of difference between being "held accountable" and "giving an account". The one places responsibility on us, while the other simply has us giving an account of what God has worked through us.  [Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/The_Difference_Between_Responsibility_And_Giving_An_Account.php]

http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/More_on_accountability.php
Joh 8:28  Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 

Again we are told here I AM THAT I AM (Exo 3:14). We now see this to be true because we see and understand that the head of Christ is God and Christ is doing the work of His Father (exclusively so); the Father and the Son are one.

1Co 11:3  But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.

http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/The_Head_Of_Christ_Is_God.php
Joh 10:30  I and my Father are one.

We also see that this “lifted up” means ‘exalted’, showing us again how we must decrease as Christ increases in us before we shall know the I AM. This is how God is revealed through the Son and the Son through us. We must die daily and once that is completed in all of mankind, God will be all in all.

Joh 3:30  He must increase, but I must decrease.

Mat 11:27  All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him. 

Rev 1:7  Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.

1Co 15:28  And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.

So it is by dying daily that Christ comes. This is the cross that we are all crucified on, with Him, lifted up from the earth. And as our flesh cannot see any of this, we understand this death on the cross, this dying daily to be represented as Christ coming like a thief in the night, into the darkness of our flesh so that we may live by the faith of the Son of God as prescribed in Gal 2:20. This thief (Christ) comes not only to steal away the old idols of our hearts but also to kill and destroy the old man so the new man might have life and have it more abundantly.  
1Co 15:31  I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.

Joh 12:32  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 

Joh 12:33  This he said, signifying what death he should die.

Joh 6:44  No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.
1Th 5:2  For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.

Gal 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

Joh 10:10  The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.  

The Israelites being bitten by the serpents in the wilderness can be seen as a shadow of the torment that we must go through for the symbolic five months mentioned in Rev 9:5

We are drawn to look to Christ, which is to say we are being led unto repentance.

When we look to Christ in biblical terms we are being dragged toward the light and cleansed of all unrighteousness just as the Israelites were being healed of their deadly venomous snake bites which are symbolic of the sting of sin which carries the wage of death, and only by the mercy of God raising a serpent in the wilderness could healing come to the Israelites. As Moses raised the serpent to be looked at for the healing of the people in the wilderness so the Lord will exult His elect in due time for the healing of the nations. God’s elect are these seraphim of Isaiah and the cherubim  round about the throne. O Death where is your sting! Sin shall not have dominion; there will be life from the dead. This is our hope of glory within preparing us to save all the world without exactly as God has laid it out in His perfect plan of salvation.

Rev 9:5  And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man. 

Rom 2:4  Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 

1Jn 1:7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
1Jn 1:8  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

1Jn 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Rom 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Joh 3:14  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 

Joh 3:15  That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

Joh 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Joh 3:17  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 

Isa 6:6  Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: 

Isa 6:7  And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.

In Ezekiel and Isaiah, we have all the functions of the four beasts of Revelation chapters 4 and five. But in Ezekiel and Isaiah these accomplishments are split up between cherubs with four wings, and seraphs
with six wings. In Revelation these beasts are all combined into the four beasts with six wings who proclaim that God is holy and that they have been redeemed to God out of every nation and they will rule on earth. It comes as a shock for us to realize that even in the heavens we are made aware of our earthly origins as serpents and as beasts. [Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/The_Spiritual_Significance_Of_The_Four_Beasts.php]

1Co 15:55  O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 

1Co 15:56  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 

1Co 15:57  But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Rom 6:14  For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 

Rom 11:15  For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?

Col 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:
Joh 8:29  And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. 

Joh 8:30  As he spake these words, many believed on him. 

Joh 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 

Joh 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
Christ knew that we do not stay faithful. Here in Chapter 8 we see these same Jews “which believed on him” in verse 31 being told that they (we) “seek to kill me”. 

Joh 8:37  I know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in you.
But we understand this to be a necessary part of the process that God uses to bring us unto Himself and that it is only by God’s dragging us to Christ (Joh 6:44) and then “continue in my word” of verse 31 that we will come to know the truth. And as verse 32 states so clearly: we shall.


Joh 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
