John 7:40 to 7:49 – November 24, 2011

Joh 7:40  Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, Of a truth this is the Prophet. 

Joh 7:41  Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee? 

Joh 7:42  Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was? 

Joh 7:43  So there was a division among the people because of him. 

Joh 7:44  And some of them would have taken him; but no man laid hands on him. 

Joh 7:45  Then came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; and they said unto them, Why have ye not brought him? 

Joh 7:46  The officers answered, Never man spake like this man. 

Joh 7:47  Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also deceived? 

Joh 7:48  Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him? 

Joh 7:49  But this people who knoweth not the law are cursed.
Joh 7:40  Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, Of a truth this is the Prophet. 

Why did many of the people believe this was the Prophet? It is because of the nature of Christ’s statement in verse 37, “let him come unto me”, that they understood this. All other sayings only announced or pointed to, and only promised the Messiah. 

Deu 18:15  The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;
Zec 9:9  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

Isa 9:6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

Isa 53:2  For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. 

Dan 9:25  Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.
Christ alone proclaims and declares it to be Himself.

Joh 7:37  In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 

Joh 8:23  And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. 

Joh 8:58  Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.
Joh 10:24-27  Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

Joh 10

Joh 7:41  Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee? 

The question “shall Christ come out of Galilee” is also based on scripture because scripture indicated that the Saviour would be born out of Bethlehem. Also, Galilee (in the northernmost tier of Palestine) was considered less biblically pure than those in or near Jerusalem.

Mic 5:2  But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. 
Joh 1:46  And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see.

Strong’s: G1056   “Of hebrew origin [H1551]; Galilaea (that is, the heathen circle), a region of Palestine: - Galilee.”
The term Galilean seems to have been used in a variety of ways in this period. To some, it just mean an outsider, or someone who's not really an old Jew of the traditional sort. Precisely because the Galilee had traditionally been Jewish at the time of the Maccabean Revolt a hundred or 150 years before Jesus. A lot of the problem was apparently due to religion. Says theologian Frederick Bruner : Galilee was not just geographically far from Jerusalem; it was considered spiritually and politically far, too. Galilee was the most pagan of the Jewish provinces, located as it was at the northernmost tier of Palestine. This distance from Zion was not only geographic; Galileans were considered by Judaeans to sit rather loosely to the law and to be less biblically pure than those in or near Jerusalem. [Excerpt from http://www.travelujah.com/articles.php?action=viewarticle&articleID=40]

Mat 4:13-17  And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up. From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Isa 9:1-2  Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations. The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.

So Christ was called, both out of Egypt and out of Bethlehem of Judea. This was because Christ has to, as the captain of our salvation, identify both with the world and with God's fallen people. He had to partake of "the same... flesh and blood " as all mankind. [Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Who_Was_Melchisedec.php] 

Gal 3:8  And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 

Rom 2:9-11  Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile: For there is no respect of persons with God.

The word ‘Galilee’ also holds spiritual significance for us. According to Hitchcock, it means “wheel; revolution” and we can turn to Ezekiel 1 and 10 and the Revelation study to understand how this is Christ the wheel within the wheel. 

The fact that there is a "wheel within a wheel, is nothing less than Christ within His elect: [Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Spiritual_Meaning_of_Wheel.php]

Eze 1:15-16  Now as I beheld the living creatures, behold one wheel upon the earth by the living creatures, with his four faces. The appearance of the wheels and their work was like unto the colour of a beryl: and they four had one likeness: and their appearance and their work was as it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel. 

Eze 10:13  As for the wheels, it was cried unto them in my hearing, O wheel. 
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Our flesh expects Christ to come a certain way; we have preconceived ideas in the flesh that are completely wrong because that foundation of the flesh is built on sand.

Rom 8:7  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.
Mat 24:26  Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not.

2Co 11:4  For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.

Mat 7:26  And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:
Joh 7:43  So there was a division among the people because of him. 

This division was caused, and as mentioned in the last study, Jesus himself did not clear up the confusion. He tells us more than once that only a few are meant to understand and be given the mind of Christ.
Gen 11:7  Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech.

Isa 6:10  Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.

Isa 28:9-11  Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little: For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people. 

Luk 8:10  And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand. 

1Co 12:3  Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.

Rom 15:6  That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

1Co 2:15-16  But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.
We are totally offended by the truth when we first hear it without spiritual ears. Such contrast is given to us on purpose to demonstrate that we’re blind. Then we come to know that it is better to be divided (from Babylon) in the Truth than to be united in a lie; he that endures to the end shall be saved.

Psa 73:15  If I say, I will speak thus; behold, I should offend against the generation of thy children. 

Joh 6:60-61  Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it? When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you?

Isa 29:18  And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness.

Joh 9:39  And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind.

Rom 3:4  God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.

Mat 10:21-22  And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the children shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.
Joh 7:44  And some of them would have taken him; but no man laid hands on him. 

Spiritually speaking there is “no man” who could have “laid hands on him” because no man can know Him or understand who He is. The inward application of this is that our hearts must be turned before we can know Him.  We know then we are those inward Jews that Paul speaks of and are like Peter who is delivered out of the “hand of Herod” and “all the expectation of the people of the Jews”.

Gen 3:22  And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: 

Deu 11:18  Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes. 

Psa 101:4  A froward heart shall depart from me: I will not know a wicked person.

Pro 21:1-2  The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will. Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts.
Act 12:11  And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews.

Rom 2:28-29  For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.

Joh 7:45  Then came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; and they said unto them, Why have ye not brought him? 

These officers would have served the chief priests so to disobey such a command would have been incredulous. But we understand that everything is done in God’s perfect timing and that when John the Baptist was meant to be taken, he was; and that when it was not His hour, Jesus was not taken.

Mar 6:17  For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife: for he had married her.
Joh 7:32  The Pharisees heard that the people murmured such things concerning him; and the Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to take him.

Joh 2:4  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.

Joh 7:30  Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet come.

Joh 8:20  These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come.

Joh 16:32  Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me.

Joh 7:46  The officers answered, Never man spake like this man. 

We see in the scriptures the sovereign hand of God. When the hour is to teach, it is to teach; when the hour is to not prevail against thee then it is so. The authority of the Lord is spoken of throughout Scripture and especially in the Gospels. These officers didn’t have a chance!

Exo 4:12  Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say. 

Psa 45:2  Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. 

Jer 15:20  And I will make thee unto this people a fenced brasen wall: and they shall fight against thee, but they shall not prevail against thee: for I am with thee to save thee and to deliver thee, saith the LORD. 

Mat 7:29  For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

Luk 4:22  And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph's son?

Joh 7:26  But, lo, he speaketh boldly, and they say nothing unto him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is the very Christ?

Act 6:10  And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.

Joh 7:47  Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also deceived? 

Joh 7:48  Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him? 

Joh 7:49  But this people who knoweth not the law are cursed.
These three verses speak of the Nicolaitan in all of us that will be purged in God’s timing. This is our self-righteous know-it-all stage when we are deep in the earth and under the law for the lawless. 

Rev 2:15  So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.

1Ti 1:8-11  But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully; Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, For whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine; According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust. 

Job actually felt that he was "righteous in the flesh".

Job 27:6  My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall not reproach me so long as I live

Such an ungrateful, self-righteous, "righteous in the flesh" attitude must learn the lesson of Romans seven. 

Rom 7:18  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.

[Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Righteousness_of_flesh.php]
We only see the curses and the blessings as physical obedience to the letter of the law. Eventually we see ourselves as self-righteous at this stage as God’s goodness and gift of repentance is granted.

Gal 3:10  For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.

Deu 21:23  His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.

Deu 27:26  Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to do them. And all the people shall say, Amen.

Jer 11:3  And say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Cursed be the man that obeyeth not the words of this covenant,

Psa 119:21  Thou hast rebuked the proud that are cursed, which do err from thy commandments.

 Rom 2:4  Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 
2Co 7:10  For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.

And when we are given the eyes, we see ourselves as the unlearned men that we are, who are guilty of the death of the two witnesses that are killed in the city which is also the blood of all the prophets from Abel to Zachariah.

2Pe 3:16  As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. 

Rev 11:7-10  And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth.

Mat 23:35  That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.  

Only then we become outcasts by the law-abiders because as he is so are we. 

Jer 30:17  For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the LORD; because they called thee an Outcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man seeketh after. 

1Jn 4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.

1Co 1:26-31  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 

