John 7:37 to 7:39 – November 17, 2011

Joh 7:37  In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 

Joh 7:38  He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 

Joh 7:39  (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)

To understand why Christ stands and says these words on this particular day, we need to understand what this “last day, that great day of the feast” is exactly, according to Jewish tradition.  (For more information on this last day, the great day of the feast, please read the following article:  http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/The_Spiritual_Significance_Of_The_Last_Great_Day.php)
There are seven feast days in the Jewish year and 3 seasons (Spring, Summer, Fall) in which these days are kept:

The first feast day is Passover (barley harvest in the Spring), immediately followed by the Days of Unleavened Bread, the 2nd feast:

Lev 23:4  These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their seasons. 

Lev 23:5  In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD'S passover. 

Lev 23:6  And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread. 

Fifty days after that is Pentecost, the harvest of the first fruits (wheat harvest in the Summer)

Lev 23:16  Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD.

Then comes the day of Trumpets of the 1st day of the 5th month in the Jewish calendar.

Lev 23:24  Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation. 

Then Atonement 10 days after that. 

Lev 23:27  Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD.

Then the feast of Tabernacles or the feast of ingatherings, 15 days after Atonement that is kept for 7 days. 

Lev 23:34  Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the LORD.

Then the 8th day is called the last great day.

Lev 23:36  Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: on the eighth day shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: it is a solemn assembly; and ye shall do no servile work therein.
If we're granted to look at these feast days with spiritual eyes, we see God’s plan for us all:

We begin with Passover, when Christ died for us. 

Then our wilderness walk begins with the days of unleavened bread.

Lev 23:10  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest: 

Lev 23:12  And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf an he lamb without blemish of the first year for a burnt offering unto the Lord. 

50 days later we experience Pentecost, when the Spirit comes into our lives and judgement begins for the called and chosen to take the sin from our lives. The wheat is a ‘kind of first fruits’ harvested in the Summer, after the barley (Christ) the Spring harvest.

Lev 23:17  Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the LORD. 

Lev 23:18 And ye shall offer with the bread seven lambs without blemish of the first year, and one young bullock, and two rams: they shall be for a burnt offering unto the Lord, with their meat offering, and their drink offerings, even an offering made by fire, of sweet savour unto the Lord. 

Jas 1:18  Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

Then judgement on the ‘old man’ with the day of Trumpets. This is the fiery trial stage of grace and faith in our lives, bringing us to the  5th feast day, the Day of Atonement.

Trumpets: Warning signs from God by His ministers. Isa 58:1 - "Lift up your voice as a trumpet". Jos 6:8-20 - March around Jericho. Jer 4:5,19 and 6:1. Also, the seven trumpets of Revelation. These trumpets will not be heard - Jer 4:5, 6:17 and 42:14 [Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/words.php]
Rev 8:6  And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound. 

Rev 8:7  The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up. 

Rev 8:8  And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood; 

Rev 8:9  And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed. 

Rev 8:10  And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; 

Rev 8:11  And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter. 

Rev 8:12  And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise. 

Rev 8:13  And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound! 

Rev 9:1  And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. 

Rev 9:2  And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. 

Rev 9:3  And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.

Rev 9:4  And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. 

Rev 9:5  And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man. 

Rev 9:6  And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them. 

Rev 9:13  And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God, 

Rev 9:14  Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates. 

Rev 9:15  And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men. 

Rev 9:16  And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them.

 Rev 9:18  By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths.

Rev 10:7  But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets. 

Rev 11:15  And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. 

Atonement (being made one with God) for our sins comes only after Trumpets are blown.

This is the day of fasting “and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD”… the desires of our hearts are exposed by the chastening grace when the trumpets sound and we come to denying our own selfish desires (the spiritual fast).

[for more on the spiritual significance of fasting, please read the following article:   http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/2005042002.php] 

Then comes the ingathering harvest, the feast of Tabernacles, at the end of the year. The 8th day of which is the last great day, the fulfillment of the lake of fire, when the aions are accomplished and mankind is purified. The flesh is put off in a spiritual circumcision of the heart and the New Man is born once through the fiery baptism of the lake of fire.
But what very few know, and what even fewer believe, is that this great final harvest of souls is also  called "the feast of ingathering." It is the time when God "gathers in" "all in Adam." [Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/comestheend.php]

This is the spiritual application of Christ speaking the words of verses 37-38 on this last and great day of the feast. Those living waters He speaks of is the Holy Spirit in us on that last day when we are brought to God and have the desire of our hearts, of our belly, to serve God, possible only with the Holy Spirit in us (verse 39). The elect first through “their unbelief”, then the rest of mankind “through your mercy”.

Rom 11:30-32  For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief: Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. 

The reason God ordained all of the seasons is to show us how He is performing His spiritual work in our lives. Remember what Paul told the Roman converts:

 Rom 1:20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

Well, who made the seasons? That was of course God, and in the seasons there is a great lesson for us all. Look at this verse in Ecclesiastes.

 Ecc 3:1  To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 

It so happens that the seasons of the year carry great spiritual significance which reveals the entire plan of God to save all men of all time.
[Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Reason_for_seasons.php]

God’s plan has been right there for us to be given at the appointed time: three seasons (Spring, Summer, Fall), a process of judgment on all of mankind for seven feasts, 7 representing the completion of His work in us.

The salvation of all mankind is a "three seasons," process. A 'process,' takes time. It may seem to us like it takes a very long time. But salvation's ultimate victory over  all who are dead is as sure as the rising of the Sun:

2Pe 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. [Except from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/threeseasons.php]  
Exo 23:14  Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto me in the year. 

Exo 23:15  Thou shalt keep the feast of unleavened bread: [Spring=Passover] (thou shalt eat unleavened bread seven days, as I commanded thee, in the time appointed of the month Abib; for in it thou camest out from Egypt: and none shall appear before me empty:) 

Exo 23:16  And the feast of harvest, [Summer=Pentecost] the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: and the feast of ingathering, [Fall=Tabernacles] which is in the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field. 

Exo 23:17  Three times in the year all thy males shall appear before the Lord GOD. 
1Co 15:23  But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; [Spring=Passover]  afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. [Summer=Pentecost]

1Co 15:24  Then cometh the end, [Fall=Tabernacles] when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 
Ecc 3:1  To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:
Isa 49:8  Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages;

God has granted His elect to recognize the Jewish holy days for the shadow that they are. All of these Jewish holy days were connected with sacrifice and worship of God in and around the temple. By His grace and faith we have been given to see the spiritual lessons connected to these days months times and season shadows of old.

2 Kings 17:36 But the Lord, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt with great power and a stretched out arm, him shall ye fear, and him shall ye worship, and to him shall ye do sacrifice. 

1 Cor 2:13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

All of this serves to bring us to understand that the heavens of our hearts need to be cleansed with better sacrifices than these. All of this 'tradition of man' has served the body of Christ so that one day against the back drop of eternity all mankind will glorify God. 

Heb 9:23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 

Romans 11:32-33 For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 

When God says it was therefore necessary He is speaking of what is needful for all flesh to have to go through in order to be saved. Three days we go up in the year to present our bodies a living sacrifice. This process ends up with the last great day of the feast.

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

This is God's goal, the consummation of all the ages, to be all in all, to save all mankind.

1 Chron 29:11 Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all. 

1 Cor 15:28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all. 

Jude 1:25 To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. 

