John 7:21 to 7:36 – November 10, 2011

Joh 7:21  Jesus answered and said unto them, I have done one work, and ye all marvel. 

Joh 7:22  Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision; (not because it is of Moses, but of the fathers;) and ye on the sabbath day circumcise a man. 

Joh 7:23  If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should not be broken; are ye angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the sabbath day? 

Joh 7:24  Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. 

Joh 7:25  Then said some of them of Jerusalem, Is not this he, whom they seek to kill? 

Joh 7:26  But, lo, he speaketh boldly, and they say nothing unto him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is the very Christ? 

Joh 7:27  Howbeit we know this man whence he is: but when Christ cometh, no man knoweth whence he is. 

Joh 7:28  Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying, Ye both know me, and ye know whence I am: and I am not come of myself, but he that sent me is true, whom ye know not. 

Joh 7:29  But I know him: for I am from him, and he hath sent me. 

Joh 7:30  Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet come. 

Joh 7:31  And many of the people believed on him, and said, When Christ cometh, will he do more miracles than these which this man hath done? 

Joh 7:32  The Pharisees heard that the people murmured such things concerning him; and the Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to take him. 

Joh 7:33  Then said Jesus unto them, Yet a little while am I with you, and then I go unto him that sent me. 

Joh 7:34  Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come. 

Joh 7:35  Then said the Jews among themselves, Whither will he go, that we shall not find him? will he go unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles? 

Joh 7:36  What manner of saying is this that he said, Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come? 

************ 

Joh 7:21  Jesus answered and said unto them, I have done one work, and ye all marvel. 

What is this “one work” that is being spoken of in verse 21 and its significance for us now? This is referring to the healing Jesus provided on the Sabbath as related in Chapter 5, healing a man  on the Sabbath, doing the work of His Father. 
Joh 5:6-9  When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the sabbath. 

Joh 5:17  But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.

So then, when we rest in the Lord, we enter into the Sabbath, and when we enter into the Sabbath we cease from doing our “own works” and are thereby enabled to do ‘the works of my Father’.
Isa 57:2  He shall enter into peace: they shall rest in their beds, each one walking in his uprightness. 

Heb 4:8-11  For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day. There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his.  Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.
Joh 7:22  Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision; (not because it is of Moses, but of the fathers;) and ye on the sabbath day circumcise a man. 

Joh 7:23  If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should not be broken; are ye angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the sabbath day? 

Joh 7:24  Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. 

Jesus is speaking of the circumcision of the law of Moses (Gen 17:10-14, Lev 12:3) as a reformer, showing us that it is the circumcision of the heart that God draws us into. 
Christ did not speak Torah. If he had, then Moses would never have been inspired to say:  Deu 18:15 The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken…

The Truth still is "and if ye be Christ's [that great reformer], then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise" (Gal 3:29).
Christ is that reformation. Heb 7:12 For the priesthood being changed [reformed], there is made of necessity a change [reformation] also of the law. Here are just a few of those changes… [see article for tabular list]
 [All three excerpts from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Law_reformed.php]

Because we lack the vital organs to spiritually hear and see and a heart to perceive the Lord’s commandments, we had not left Egypt at all, and the pagan religious customs and unclean spirit in Egypt is still dwelling in our Hearts being servants to Men. Because we cannot hear God’s word as he testifies to us by His Spirit in his prophets, we are no different in heart to the heathens/pagans around us, according to the mind of Christ, behold, we are the Chief heathens but notable difference of carrying his name. [Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/From_heathens_to_perfection.php]

It was not given to them to see (Mat 13:13) that circumcision must be of the heart (Lev 26:41). They may have realized that the Messiah was to be rejected (Isa 53:3), but they did not see that he was to be a reformer like Moses. (Deu 18:15, Heb 9:10) [Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/freefromlaw.php] 
And since we need contrast to understand the things of the spirit, Christ again uses the outward appearance and patterns to bring us (God Willing) to see within, where the cup needs cleaning on the inside, where the contrite spirit is born, destroying our hearts of wickedness. 
There can be no appreciation of anything of value, be it physical, mental or spiritual, if there is not first something vastly more common and of far less value. It is the beauty and rarity of gold that gives gold its value. Without the 6,000 pounds of dross that is required to produce one ounce of pure gold, there would be no difference between the gold and the dross. [Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Why_made_marred.php] 
Heb 9:23  It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 

Col 2:17  Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.
Luk 11:39  And the Lord said unto him, Now do ye Pharisees make clean the outside of the cup and the platter; but your inward part is full of ravening and wickedness.

1Jn 5:18-20  We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not. And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.

We need that mirror in front of our faces before we can “judge righteous judgement”, and see ourselves for who we really are; Christ needs to open our eyes and ears to what we are.
Ecc 8:16-9:1  When I applied mine heart to know wisdom, and to see the business that is done upon the earth: (for also there is that neither day nor night seeth sleep with his eyes:) Then I beheld all the work of God, that a man cannot find out the work that is done under the sun: because though a man labour to seek it out, yet he shall not find it; yea further; though a wise man think to know it, yet shall he not be able to find it. For all this I considered in my heart even to declare all this, that the righteous, and the wise, and their works, are in the hand of God: no man knoweth either love or hatred by all that is before them.

Mal 4:2  But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.
Eze 3:27  But when I speak with thee, I will open thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; He that heareth, let him hear; and he that forbeareth, let him forbear: for they are a rebellious house. 

Eze 43:10  Thou son of man, shew the house to the house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their iniquities: and let them measure the pattern.
The affliction of the man that is healed in Chapter 5 is likened unto the bondage under the law: in both cases we are helpless, cannot walk and cannot pick up our beds until Christ comes to us to heal us/free us. Spiritually we see this affliction/bondage as representing unbelief  and the healing is a shadow of the healing that will occur in the life of all those who Christ comes into so that they can pick up there bed spiritually and walk.

All physical healing that Christ has performed is for our benefit, to remind us of the spiritual healing that must come upon the elect in their appointed time and so those who have been healed physically have served us in their unbelief or more properly in their yet carnal state because we know many believed on Him after they saw all the miracles that He performed, the masses and healed alike,  but their belief did not confirm that they were to be God’s elect. God uses this method of belief or carnal belief so that He can show mercy upon all in time.
Isa 28:12  To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.

Isa 40:31  But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

Gal 4:3  Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: 

Jer 18:15  Because my people hath forgotten me, they have burned incense to vanity, and they have caused them to stumble in their ways from the ancient paths, to walk in paths, in a way not cast up;

Rom 11:30-32 For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief: Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. 

Joh 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;
We are the weak of the world, called to witness to His works (“righteous judgment” of verse 24) and this real witness will be despised because we do not exalt the good works (“according to the appearance” of verse 24) of the world any longer. As He is so are we (1Jn4:17).
1Co 1:27-31  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.

Psa 119:141-142  I am small and despised [the weak of the world]: yet do not I forget thy precepts. Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the truth.

Joh 3:11  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. 

Mat 23:28  Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.

Joh 10:25  Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me.
Joh 7:25  Then said some of them of Jerusalem, Is not this he, whom they seek to kill? 

Joh 7:26  But, lo, he speaketh boldly, and they say nothing unto him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is the very Christ? 

Joh 7:27  Howbeit we know this man whence he is: but when Christ cometh, no man knoweth whence he is. 

Why is it said “no man knows” in verse 27? We look to several Old and New Testament scriptures for the answer:

1. According to Scripture, He was to be of the line of David and come from Bethlehem:

Isa 11:1-2  And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 

Mic 5:2  But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. 

Mat 2:4-5  And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, 

Joh 1:45-46  Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see. 

2. According to Scripture, no man was to know him because ‘The Prophet’ was to be like Melchizedek without father or mother known to us:

Deu 18:15  The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; 

Psa 110:4  The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.
Heb 7:3  Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.

Christ knew who He was, that He came to die and that He’d be hated by men, but the people of His day who knew who His father and mother were, did not know that He was born in Bethelehem and was of David. Nor did Christ explain any of it!
Jer 28:9  The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the prophet shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be known, that the LORD hath truly sent him.

Eze 2:5  And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear, (for they are a rebellious house,) yet shall know that there hath been a prophet among them.

Eze 33:33  And when this cometh to pass, (lo, it will come,) then shall they know that a prophet hath been among them.

Joh 7:40-42  Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, Of a truth this is the Prophet. Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee? Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was? 

Mat 13:55  Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?

Mar 6:3  Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him.

Luk 1:26-33  And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.  And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 

Joh 7:28  Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying, Ye both know me, and ye know whence I am: and I am not come of myself, but he that sent me is true, whom ye know not. 

Joh 7:29  But I know him: for I am from him, and he hath sent me. 

Joh 7:30  Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet come. 

Joh 7:31  And many of the people believed on him, and said, When Christ cometh, will he do more miracles than these which this man hath done? 

Joh 7:32  The Pharisees heard that the people murmured such things concerning him; and the Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to take him. 

Joh 7:33  Then said Jesus unto them, Yet a little while am I with you, and then I go unto him that sent me. 

Joh 7:34  Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come. 

Joh 7:35  Then said the Jews among themselves, Whither will he go, that we shall not find him? will he go unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles? 
Joh 7:36  What manner of saying is this that he said, Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come? 
Verses 28 and 29 remind us of Mat 11:27, where no man knows the Son but the Father. It is the Father through the Spirit that reveals Christ. It is the Spirit that leads us into all Truth. The Spirit (not the flesh or Christ in the  don’t call me good flesh) is truth.
Mat 11:27  All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.
Isa 48:16  Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me. 

1Co 2:10-11  But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.

Mar 10:18  And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God.
Joh 6:63  It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.
Joh 16:13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 

1Jn 5:6  This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.

Regarding verse 35, Jesus did walk among the Gentiles (Joh 7:1) but even before that, at the beginning of his ministry, he points out “in the days of Elias” that it was only a few of the Gentiles who were saved (see Luk 4:14-29 which references 1Ki 17:9-24 and 1Ki 19:19-21)

Joh 7:1  After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him.

Luk 4:26-27  But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow [a Gentile]. And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian [a Gentile].

Isa 11:10  And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.
The Gentiles represent the blind and ignorant and we understand that this is who Christ has come to -- the blind, deaf, lame, poor who know they are blind, deaf, lame, poor. 

Isa 49:22  Thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people: and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders. 

Mal 1:11  For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great among the heathen, saith the LORD of hosts. 

Act 28:28  Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it. 

Mat 11:5  The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 

This just didn’t fit into their concept of what a king and saviour would be. They say they know Jesus and He says no you don’t!  We are not to know anyone after the flesh. 

Mat 11:27  All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.

2Co 5:16  Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.
Joh 7:36  What manner of saying is this that he said, Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come? 

Everyone we meet is sent by God to us. Who do they see? They see the flesh, they know our parents, where we come from perhaps, and we are compelled like Christ to ask the question inwardly who is my mother and who are my brothers?

Mat 12:48  But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren?

Luk 8:21  And he answered and said unto them, My mother and my brethren are these which hear the word of God, and do it.
Christ’s words are spirit and He knows that they will seek Him for the physical miracles but will not find the meaning behind those miracles at this time which are being used by Christ to blind the masses. They in essence will be seeking Him but shall not be given to find Him at this time.

Joh 6:63  It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.
Luk 8:10  And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand.

Mat 13:11  He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.

1Co 2:14-16  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.
