John 6:21 to 6:30 – September 8, 2011

Joh 6:21  Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was at the land whither they went.

Joh 6:22  The day following, when the people which stood on the other side of the sea saw that there was none other boat there, save that one whereinto his disciples were entered, and that Jesus went not with his disciples into the boat, but that his disciples were gone away alone; 

Joh 6:23  (Howbeit there came other boats from Tiberias nigh unto the place where they did eat bread, after that the Lord had given thanks:) 

Joh 6:24  When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, neither his disciples, they also took shipping, and came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus. 

Joh 6:25  And when they had found him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither? 

Joh 6:26  Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 

Joh 6:27  Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. 

Joh 6:28  Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 

Joh 6:29  Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 

Joh 6:30  They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work? 

Last week we ended with verse 21 and the miracle and parable of Christ taking us out of our stormy waters, to the haven and the land, which is only the start of the journey with Christ, a process that takes us across the sea to the other side. We go from having “no king in Israel” to eventually being “caught up unto God and his throne”. 

Jdg 21:25  In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes.

1Sa 2:8  He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the LORD'S, and he hath set the world upon them.

Rev 12:5  And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.

Verses 22 and 25 speak of “the other side of the sea”. We see this process of going from the stormy sea of verse 21 (and Psalm 107) toward the sea of glass that the book of Revelation speaks of.

Rev 4:6  And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind.

In this case it is when the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there (on the east side according to Barnes’ commentary) they came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus (John 6:24). 

Joh 6:22 :The people which stood on the other side of the sea - That is, on the east side, or on the same side with Jesus. (taken from Barnes’ commentary)

“East”: light, truth and righteousness comes from the East. Isa 41:2, 25; Mat 24:7 - Truth (Christ) comes from the 'east'. Joh 17:17 "...thy word is truth." (taken from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/words.php) 

Doesn’t nature itself tell us just that? During our proverbial walk, we start out in the east and we move towards the west. Naturally speaking, the sun rises in the east and sets in the west. (Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Not_Of_Faith.php) 

Mat 24:27  For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

Jesus came up to Capernaum (after His temptation by the devil) at the beginning of His earthly ministry (Matthew 4). It is situated ‘upon the sea coast.’ People also ‘took shipping’ to seek for Him (for physical miracles) when Jesus ‘was not there’ (Excerpt from Larry’s study on Capernaum: http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Revelation_18_24_Blood_of_prophets.php)
Ecc 8:17  Then I beheld all the work of God, that a man cannot find out the work that is done under the sun: because though a man labour to seek it out, yet he shall not find it; yea further; though a wise man think to know it, yet shall he not be able to find it.
Amo 8:12  And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it.

Joh 7:34  Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come.
We have not arrived spiritually as the fullness now doctrine proclaims in some of the churches of Babylon. The sun must run its full circuit, and all during this process we are sick and dying in the flesh and in need of a physician. Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, but is the scaffolding that God uses to build a beautiful spiritual building which will find its fullness in the resurrection.

This teaching is what is called the "fullness now" doctrine. This doctrine teaches that we can be perfected while yet in these bodies of clay and dust. Such is not the case. We are "sealed with the holy spirit of promise." But that seal remains a "spirit of promise... until the redemption of the purchased possession," meaning, until the resurrection of the dead. (Excerpt taken from: http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/How_to_forsake_all.php)
Psa 19:6  His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.

Mar 2:17  When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

1Co 15:50  Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.
This clay vessel we call flesh is but an ugly scaffolding, a necessary evil which will be taken down and done away with when the temple of God is finally finished and we are "conformed to the image of His Son." (Excerpt taken from: 

http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Does_God_Hold_Man_Responsible_For_Anything.php)
However, without the faith granted to us (we know that it is God who does the dragging) spoken of in verse 29, we cannot get beyond the works spoken of in verse 28 and will continue asking and seeking with the blindness shown in the questions posed in verse 30.

Joh 6:44  No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. 

Christ says we as believers will do greater works than those works which He did? Do you believe Him? I do. Some of the greater works are pretty far up the ladder from the works Christ did physically because they all pertain to spiritual matters versus physical ones. As we saw last study, we mature from east to west, from babies needing to be pushed and nudged along and fed with a bottle of milk to those who now are being lead along by that which is in front of them, that spiritual hope of Glory we all have in Jesus Christ. (Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Leaving_The_Principles_Of_Eternal_Judgment.php)

Mat 7:22  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?

We all journey in this manner, first taking the pottage over our inheritance, then when we begin to see with spiritual eyes, we ask Lord what would you have us do, before we say nonetheless not my will but yours be done. We have nothing to offer God, and can do nothing for a God who declares all the nations before him are as nothing. (within and without)

Gen 25:29  And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he was faint: 

Gen 25:30  And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his name called Edom. 

Gen 25:31  And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright. 

Gen 25:32  And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me? 

Gen 25:33  And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob.

Act 9:6  And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

Luk 22:42  Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.
Isa_40:17  All nations before him are as nothing; and they are counted to him less than nothing, and vanity.

Joh 6:30  They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work? 

Many are called but few are chosen to understand that the work that we are called unto is a lifelong spiritual work, which requires a process and much tribulation. So when Christ tells us to believe on him whom he has sent (Joh 6:28-29) as defining what is required to do the works, we come to understand that we cannot do those works unless God grants us the faith to do so. The crossing of the sea and all of these experiences that we read about in this part of the book of John really bring out the point that ours is a spiritual journey that can only be finished with Christ within. We are saved by grace through faith.

Mat 22:14  For many are called, but few are chosen. 

Col 1:24  Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: 

Joh 6:28-29  Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 
Col 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

Eph 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

1Jn 5:13  These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.

