John 6:5 to 6:21 – September 1, 2011

Joh 6:5  When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat? 

Joh 6:6  And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do. 

Joh 6:7  Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little. 

Joh 6:8  One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith unto him, 

Joh 6:9  There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they among so many? 

Joh 6:10  And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. 

Joh 6:11  And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. 

Joh 6:12  When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 

Joh 6:13  Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten. 

Joh 6:14  Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world. 

Joh 6:15  When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone. 

Joh 6:16  And when even was now come, his disciples went down unto the sea, 

Joh 6:17  And entered into a ship, and went over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus was not come to them. 

Joh 6:18  And the sea arose by reason of a great wind that blew. 

Joh 6:19  So when they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the ship: and they were afraid. 

Joh 6:20  But he saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid. 

Joh 6:21  Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was at the land whither they went. 

*********

Joh 6:5  When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat? 

Joh 6:6  And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do. 

Joh 6:7  Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little. 

Joh 6:8  One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith unto him, 

Joh 6:9  There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they among so many? 

Christ seems to test his disciples over and over, playing ‘devil’s advocate’, knowing all the while what He was going to do.  We are all the same: fretting about the next job or where we are going to live without a house etc. The disciples are doing the same here. They had already seen miracles and healings and yet here they are fretting about how the multitudes were going to be fed.

But that is how we come to know the mind of Christ, always taking the little to multiply it, making His strength perfect through our weakness. We only see the miracles when we’re enabled to look back.

Co 2:14-16  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. 

Joe 3:10  Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong.

Jer 30:19  And out of them shall proceed thanksgiving and the voice of them that make merry: and I will multiply them, and they shall not be few; I will also glorify them, and they shall not be small.

Heb 6:14  Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee.

2Co 12:9-10  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.

1Co 13:10-13  But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

The significance of the 5 barley loaves and 2 fishes: “5” signifying grace and faith and 

barley being the first harvest that comes in symbolizing our wave sheaf, Christ. Two fishes, two being witness that we are promised to be made fishers of men.

On the number 5: http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/gracethrufaith.php
On the number 2: http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/witness.php
On barley and green: http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/The_Color_Green_Part_2.php
On barley and wave sheaf: http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Reason_for_seasons.php
           and http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Rev_21_1__3_New_heavens.php
Christ always uses the small to work the miracles (but while we only have eyes for the physical, we do not see with eyes of faith (oh ye of little faith; how much longer). Christ makes us look at the situation in hindsight to see the miracle of it, the lesson in it. In this case we see in type and shadow that the elect are the few who are called to one day feed the multitudes. We are his little flock that is to fear not, to not despise the day of small things.

Mat 6:30-31  Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 

Mar 9:19  He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him unto me.
Isa 30:23  Then shall he give the rain of thy seed, that thou shalt sow the ground withal; and bread of the increase of the earth, and it shall be fat and plenteous: in that day shall thy cattle feed in large pastures.

Luk 12:32  Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.

Zec 4:10  For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth.
Joh 6:10  And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. 

Joh 6:11  And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. 

Joh 6:12  When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 

Joh 6:13  Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten. 

Joh 6:14  Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world. 

“grass”: Our lives are grass; it withers and is burned up. The bread will last though! 

1Pe 1:24  For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:

Rev 8:7  The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.

Joh 6:58  This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever.

It is a symbol of our immature state but we know it as a process that will get us to that more mature state (e.g. that grass first destroyed then not destroyed showing there’s a process of maturing)

Rev 9:4  And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads.
“gather the fragments”: We are given the big picture of that promise of salvation for all here. Nothing will be lost. Can you imagine going around picking up all the crumbs after a picnic of 5,000  And yet that is what we see being done here, with all the fragments gathered together to fill 12 baskets, 12 being foundation, telling us that whole world will be founded on the foundation of  Jesus Christ and that none will be lost.

There is an order to salvation, Christ the firstfruits and then comes the judgment of the world, so the gatherers of the fragments in this parable represent the elect who will be used to save the world.

1Co 15:22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

Mic 2:12  I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I will surely gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah, as the flock in the midst of their fold: they shall make great noise by reason of the multitude of men.

Rom 11:5  Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 

Isa 62:9-11  But they that have gathered it shall eat it, and praise the LORD; and they that have brought it together shall drink it in the courts of my holiness. Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way of the people; cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the stones; lift up a standard for the people. Behold, the LORD hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.

1Co 15:23  But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.
For more on the number 12: http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/twelve.php
There is no wasted life in God’s eyes, which is in deep contrast to the throw away society we live in today. The whole lump is holy and we are one bread so we know all will be saved but in God’s order. The order comes from God and it is orderly. His prayer of thanks in verse 11 reminds us of this verse in John 17:20 which speaks of our oneness (one bread, one spirit) over a course of time. Again the oneness is brought up in the inspired prayer on the night he was betrayed telling us that all men will be saved, and that we are all one bread in Him.

Rom 11:16  For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches. 

1Co 14:40  Let all things be done decently and in order.

1Co 10:17  For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.

1Ch 17:9-10  Also I will ordain a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, and they shall dwell in their place, and shall be moved no more; neither shall the children of wickedness waste them any more, as at the beginning, And since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel. Moreover I will subdue all thine enemies. Furthermore I tell thee that the LORD will build thee an house. 

Joh 17:20  Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;
Joh 17:1-3  These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.
Matthew 13 has the multitudes on the shore hearing the parables of Christ and in these verses, Christ has the people sitting on the grass.  At the start of this Chapter in John, we see Christ sitting with his disciples. All three images show us the process, first on the shore with no bread and only parables, then on the grass with parables and bread and then Christ himself sitting with us as his disciples “into a mountain”.

Mat 13:2-3  And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore. And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow;
Joh 6:10-11  And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would.
Joh 6:3  And Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he sat with his disciples.

Joh 6:15  When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone. 

Joh 6:16  And when even was now come, his disciples went down unto the sea, 

Joh 6:17  And entered into a ship, and went over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus was not come to them. 

Joh 6:18  And the sea arose by reason of a great wind that blew. 

Joh 6:19  So when they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the ship: and they were afraid. 

Joh 6:20  But he saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid. 

Joh 6:21  Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was at the land whither they went. 

The natural world wants a physical king and here again is Jesus being tempted as he was in the wilderness but He says that his kingdom is not of this world and he shows his dominion over it by walking on the sea (all flesh).

1Sa 8:4-5  Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah, And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations. But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the LORD. 

Mat 4:8-10  Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

Joh 18:36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.

Dan 7:27  And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.
We first only see the physical story of Noah and the arc and do not understand the parable being spoken, in like manner the disciples are seeing Christ have dominion over the sea but are yet afraid because they have not yet been given dominion inwardly over there own flesh (sea).

1Pe 3:20  Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. 

2Pe 2:5  And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;
Gen 49:19  Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the last. 

Rev 17:14  These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.
Matthew also has this story of Jesus walking on the water but includes Peter’s attempt to walk there too. Why is that part of the story not included in John? Matthew shows the blind (and fleeting) faith we have as Peter first walks and then sinks. John is a little further in the spiritual walk seeing the disciples at this point in the story when they hear His voice (verse 20) receive Him willingly (verse 21). 

Mat 14:26-28  And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It s a spirit; and they cried out for fear. But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 

Mat 14:31  And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?

Joh 6:20  But he saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid. 

Joh 6:21  Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was at the land whither they went. 

Verse 17: “went over the sea toward Capernaum” is again showing us the journey we are on where we must cross the water through the storms to get to the land. We are at the beginning of our journey at this point as Christ is demonstrating for us by going into a gentile community (Capernaum).

See Larry’s study on Capernaum which explains this point in detail: http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Revelation_18_24_Blood_of_prophets.php
Verse 20 is the “I Am” statement that is so powerful to read, reminding us of the Psalm 107 storms that have us cry out to Him before he brings us to our safe haven.

Joh 18:6  As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground.

Psa 107:6  Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them out of their distresses.

Psa 107:30  Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven.
Verse 21 “immediately the ship was at the land”: we can only get to where we are going miraculously with Christ and this only happens once we have “willingly received him”. As the previous verses show us, it is Christ (doing the will of the Father) who turns our hearts and uses those storms in our lives as the conditions to get us to our safe habour (Christ in us).

1Co 15:52  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

1Jn 5:20  And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.

Joh 6:44  No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.

Heb 4:11-12  Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

Psa 107:29-30  He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven.

2Th 1:7  And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,

Psa 116:7  Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the LORD hath dealt bountifully with thee.

