John 5:25 to 42 – August 18, 2011

Joh 5:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 

Joh 5:25  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. 

Joh 5:26  For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself; 

Joh 5:27  And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. 

Joh 5:28  Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 

Joh 5:29  And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. 

Joh 5:30  I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. 

Joh 5:31  If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true. 

Joh 5:32  There is another that beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth of me is true. 

Joh 5:33  Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. 

Joh 5:34  But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye might be saved. 

Joh 5:35  He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light. 

Joh 5:36  But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 

Joh 5:37  And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 

Joh 5:38  And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. 

Joh 5:39  Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. 

Joh 5:40  And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 

Joh 5:41  I receive not honour from men. 

Joh 5:42  But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you.

*******

Joh 5:25  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. 

This verse points to the present reality of our dying daily and reminds us that this is ‘happening right now’; a process that is indicated by the words “is coming, and now is”.

Rom 6:11  Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

1Co 15:31  I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.

Eph 2:6  And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

Rev 14:7  Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.
“the dead” of this verse is the natural man, the carnally minded:

Rom 8:7  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

1Co 2:14  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

1Pe 4:6  For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.
Joh 5:29  And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. 

This speaks of the 1st and 2nd resurrection; not of any ‘fullness now’ doctrine but of new life in earnest now because we die daily. It is to be taken within as well as without, speaking of our fiery trials and the lake of fire, in that ‘is was and will be’ sense, speaking of things that are not as though they were.

Luk 12:49  I am come to send fire on the earth; and what will I, if it be already kindled?

1Pe 4:12  Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:

Luk 21:31-32  So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled.

1Pe 4:17  For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 

Rev 21:8  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 

Rom 4:17  (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.

Joh 5:26  For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself; 

Joh 5:27  And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. 

This life that Christ has is presently in His elect because of our dying daily (process) and the judgment that has begun now with Christ in us. It is the Son of Man within who can and does execute judgment on our flesh in each of us. This is ‘the world’ within that is judged before the rest of the world ‘without’ is judged.

Jer 5:1  Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth; and I will pardon it.

Jer 23:5  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.

Gal 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

1Pe 4:17  For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?

Joh 9:39  And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind.

Joh 12:31  Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.

“because he is the Son of man”: reminds us that Christ was made flesh, the same flesh we are made with. He can therefore identify with us in all and every experience, all anguish, all pain and all judgment on the flesh.  He was obedient unto death (judgment on the flesh) to become the author of eternal salvation and our high priest. So He can be called Comforter because He understands the flesh; He secures us through what God allows to have our flesh go through here. 

All flesh, including the flesh of Christ, falls far short of the spiritual bodies God has waiting for all of His creation in it's time and place. All flesh is "marred in the hand of the Potter before it ever draws its first breath: 

Psa 51:5  Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.
(excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Was_Christ_Really_In_The_Likeness_Of_Sinful_Flesh_While_On_This_Earth_In_The_Flesh.php) 
Heb 5:8-10  Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec. 

Php 2:8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Joh 15:26  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:

Joh 16:7-8  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

Heb 2:18  For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
This is the ‘qualifier’ to become that lake of fire – we too must be dragged through these fiery trials. Then as overcomers, we become like the Son of Man, having gone through the fire to become the fire for the world. This ‘lake of fire’ experience is the resurrections spoken of in verse 29.

Isa 33:14-15  The sinners in Zion are afraid; trembling has seized the godless: "Who among us can dwell with the consuming fire? Who among us can dwell with everlasting burnings?" He who walks righteously and speaks uprightly, who despises the gain of oppressions, who shakes his hands, lest they hold a bribe, who stops his ears from hearing of bloodshed and shuts his eyes from looking on evil,
But of God's elect we are told, "We will be like Him..." and what is He? 

Heb 12:29  For our God is a consuming fire. 

 And so are all those who are "in Christ." The very words of scripture proceeding from their mouths devours their enemies: 

Jer 5:14  Wherefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, I will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, [hay and stubble] and it shall devour them. 

 And the Revelation of Jesus Christ affirms that those who speak God's word are that "fire:"

Rev 11:5  And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed.
(excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/How_Is_The_Lake_Of_Fire_Administered.php)

It is the new man, the spiritual man that isn’t judged because he has already been judged as the 1st Adam, the natural man.

1Co 15:45  And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.

1Co 2:14-16  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. 

Christ’s flesh cannot inherit the kingdom just as our flesh cannot and this is shown with the wrath that is poured out on the cross when God turned his back on Him for a moment. 
 

1Co 15:50  Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.

Isa 53:10  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

Isa 54:8  In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer.

Luk 22:42  saying, "Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done."

Mat 27:46  And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?" that is, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"
Joh 5:30  I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. 

Jesus is judging righteous judgment because he knows he can do nothing of his own self.

Joh 7:24  Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.
Joh 9:39-41  And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind. And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also? Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth. 

Mat 19:17  And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 

Psa 9:8  And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness.

He is also telling His disciples what unrighteous judgment is (i.e. not seeking the will of the Father). But we do have His assurance that He is working in us and that this process over time will have us surrender to God’s perfect will.

Rom 2:5-7  But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; Who will render to every man according to his deeds: To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life: 

2Pe 3:7  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

Rom 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Joh 5:33  Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. 

Joh 5:34  But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye might be saved. 

The law and the prophets were until John; John represents the law, the shadow, the natural which is first, death. But Christ is the true testimony that points away from the law and towards God the Father; the 2nd Adam, the spiritual, eternal life.

Luk 16:16  The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.

Joh 8:14  Jesus answered, "Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am going. (ESV)

1Jn 5:20  And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.
“receive not testimony from man”: This reminds us of Peter’s proclamation that Christ has the words of eternal life and that the manna in the wilderness perishes unlike the Bread of Life, Christ. The natural is first but we are saved by His life.
Joh 6:68  Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. 

Exo 16:15, 19-21  And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is manna: for they wist not what it was. And Moses said unto them, This is the bread which the LORD hath given you to eat. And Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the morning. Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; but some of them left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank: and Moses was wroth with them. And they gathered it every morning, every man according to his eating: and when the sun waxed hot, it melted. 

Joh 6:48  I am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.

Eph 5:30  For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.
Rev 2:17  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

Rom 5:10  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.
Joh 5:35  He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light. 

Joh 5:36  But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 

This light was ‘his’ (John’s – the law’s) light. The greater witness of Christ will be accomplished by bearing witness that the Father has sent Him to save all. (verse 34).

Dan 7:12-14  As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time. I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. 

1Pe 1:5-9  Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:  Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 
Joh 3:17  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.

Joh 5:30  "I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me.

Joh 5:34  Not that the testimony that I receive is from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved.
Joh 5:37  And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 

This ‘shape’ reminds us of the shape of the burning bush in the wilderness of our flesh which is Christ in us, and that Yahweh was Christ and not God the Father whose shape and voice have not been heard at any time.

Exo 3:2 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. 
Exo 3:4 And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.

Jer 5:14 Wherefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, I will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them.

1Co 3:15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. [By "the Word of God", which is Christ]

So this bush is the perfect type of our lives when Christ is living His life in us. It is our life which is always burning up, and yet it is not consumed. (Please read http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Burning_bush.php for all the details on this reflection)
We see God when the Father’s word (which is Christ’s word) is in us. If you see Christ, you see the Father.

Joh 14:7-9  If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?
That testimony in the arc of the Old Testament is Christ in us. That manna was first shown and then hidden (laid up before the Testimony) and then lost (nothing in the ark save the two tables of stone). We all walk with only the 2 stone tablets (the law for the appointed time God gives us) and we all lose our first love. 

Exo 16:32-34  And Moses said, This is the thing which the LORD commandeth, Fill an omer of it to be kept for your generations; that they may see the bread wherewith I have fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you forth from the land of Egypt. And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot, and put an omer full of manna therein, and lay it up before the LORD, to be kept for your generations. As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the Testimony, to be kept.

1Ki 8:9  There was nothing in the ark save the two tables of stone, which Moses put there at Horeb, when the LORD made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt.

Rev 2:4  Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

For more on this reflection, please read http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Revelation_2_1__7.php 
Joh 5:38  And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. 

Joh 5:39  Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. 

We need the faith of Christ to compare spirit with spirit. “They which testify” of Christ are the scriptures but those scriptures will continue to cause us to strain at a gnat and swallow a camel unless the faith of Christ is given to us, which will enable us to see that it is the sum of God’s word that is needed. With the sum of God’s word, God’s elect are blessed to rightly divide His word by comparing spiritual with spiritual. 

Eph 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Mat 23:24  Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 
Psa 119:160  The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your righteous rules endures forever. 
1Co 2:12-13  Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit,    interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.
We need the sum of God’s word to know the truth, and that means the Old Testament testifies to the truth in the New Testament, but it also means that there is no life in the old. Only Christ is the Truth, the Way and the Life. 

Joh 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

2Co 3:7-11  But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done away: How shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth. For if that which is done away was glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious. 

We cannot know the truth without this ‘new wine’ but both the old and the new is needed to show the sum of His Word.  The old wine is preserved and serves a purpose, but is the red herring for flesh. Scriptures show again and again that the natural man cannot see the truth that God intends so few to see.

Luk 5:37-39  And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish. But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are preserved. No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is better.

Mat 13:52  And he said to them, "Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old."

Mat 13:11  He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.

Joh 5:40  And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 

Joh 5:41  I receive not honour from men. 

Joh 5:42  But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you.

Verse 41 reminds us of verse 36 and that “greater witness” “that the Father hath sent me”. Christ always points to the Father and never exalts his flesh. 

Joh 5:41  I receive not honour from men. 

Joh 5:36  But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 

Luk 18:19  And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.
We must come out of the world to have life, out of darkness into light. 

1Jn 1:7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

1Jn 2:15  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

We go from the death spoken of in verse 25 towards the words of eternal life in verse 39. This is a process of decreasing while Christ increases in us. And it only happens when the Father chooses to drag us to Christ, in love, which produces spiritual growth.  

Joh 5:25  "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 

Joh 5:39  You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, 

1Co 3:7  So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.

Joh 3:30  He must increase, but I must decrease."

Joh 6:44  No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.
And what is “the love of God” but to keep his commandments, which God enables us to do by grace and faith. 

Please read http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/The_Difference_Between_What_Grace_Is_And_What_Grace_Does.php for more on this reflection.

1Jn 5:2-3  By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.

2Jn 1:6  And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it. 

Rom 8:4  That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

Heb 12:6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.

1Jn 3:1-3  Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.
