John 3:30 to 4:7 – July 7, 2011

Joh 3:30  He must increase, but I must decrease. 

Joh 3:31  He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all. 

Joh 3:32  And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his testimony. 

Joh 3:33  He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true. 

Joh 3:34  For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. 

Joh 3:35  The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. 

Joh 3:36  He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 

Joh 4:1  When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John, 

Joh 4:2  (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,) 

Joh 4:3  He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee. 

Joh 4:4  And he must needs go through Samaria. 

Joh 4:5  Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 

Joh 4:6  Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour. 

Joh 4:7  There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. 

Joh 3:30  He must increase, but I must decrease. 

The man of sin decreases as the new man increases. John is speaking as the old man under the law. Christ shows us our sins but it is only by his blood that we are cleansed. We must first confess that we have killed Christ and then drink this cup before we are healed.

Gal 3:19-22  Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one.   Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law.   But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.

1Ti 1:9  Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers,

Just as Galatians 4 tells us while we are under the law, we are under tutors and schoolmasters and not yet given to receive the promise of faith which brings us out from being under the law. Christ redeems us from being under the law so that we may be received as adopted sons.

Gal 4:2-5  But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 

Joh 3:31  He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all. 

Joh 3:32  And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his testimony. 

These verses remind us to seek Christ from above, because we know no man after the flesh. 

Rom 10:6  But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) 

2Co 5:16  Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.

Col 3:1  If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

Verse 31 is speaking of Christ and his body. The body of Christ (‘no man’ as in the natural man) can receive the testimony; the heavenly context is lost on the natural man (it is foolishness to him). V 32 is not saying that man will never receive the testimony. It is saying that the natural man cannot, but the spiritual man will in his time.

1Co 1:23-24  But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 

1Co 15:22-23  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. 

1Co 15:44-49 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven. As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.

Do these verses in John 3 (v 30-36) tell us somehow why John writes in verse 24 that John had not yet been cast into prison? What is the significance of that verse? 

Joh 3:24  For John was not yet cast into prison.

We look to Revelation 17 to answer this. 

Rev 17:6  And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.

Rev 17:11  And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.

Rev 17:14  These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful. 

Rev 17:16  And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.

The beast represents the flesh and John and Babylon and these turn on the woman when we discover that she (the churches) are no good for him. John’s experience was with Herod in this case, and it is our experience too,  where we see that we have been hoodwinked by the church we come out of and are bitter towards her. 

It is a witness against our flesh at the beginning of our journey as a babe in Christ (nepios). In the book or Revelation, John looks back to see that process that he has come through.

Joh 3:36  He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 

It is noteworthy to see that this wrath abides on us all

Job 14:13  O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me! 

Eph 2:3  Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.

We see that the trials are there both in the court and the world as well as the temple. 

Joh 15:2  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

Both branches are in Christ, and God is working all works including these great works in the court. The tree without fruit shows us the process of suffering whether in the court or the temple, and the tree that brings forth fruit, He prunes, so that it brings forth more fruit.

Joh 4:4  And he must needs go through Samaria. 

Samaria is in the north between Galilee and Jerusalem. The spiritual significance here is that the Jews looked down on the Samaritans and considered them less than harlots and publicans. They were considered mongrel (meant to be a derogatory term), partly because they were religious but out of the mainstream -- as we are. 

Note that Christ had to go through Samaria, just as He had to go through Egypt and Jericho etc. As the Son of man, he did not skip any part of the process that we are all called to experience. As the Son of man he was tempted yet without sin through all those experiences. We on the other hand are seduced and controlled by these churches at first.

Hos 11:1  When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.

Luk 17:26  And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man. 

Luk 18:31  Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished.

Heb 4:15  For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 

Rev 18:3  For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. 

Joh 4:6  Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour. 

Again, as the Son of man, he did not skip any part of the process – as verse 6 tells us plainly, Christ was weary. As the son of Man he would be. (The sixth hour reminding us that Christ’s flesh needed to be refreshed by the same spiritual drink that the elect share in Him now.)

Joh 3:35  The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.

Joh 4:2  (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,) 

Christ didn’t baptize because he washes us by the Word not by physical water. The water baptism is for confession of sins and is like the manna in the wilderness. The sin remains with a water baptism – we are still filthy, as with the manna we still die. 

Joh 6:58  This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever.

There were still water baptisms by his disciples though. It was a time of transition. Christ was among us but not yet raised and Pentecost had not yet occurred. We know no man after the flesh but these disciples were yet unconverted. Just like Adam and Eve in the garden, they knew Christ but were not converted. The real water is the Truth. The Truth is the Word

2Co 5:16  Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 

Luk 22:32  But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. 

Eph 5:26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,

Noteworthy is that it really is Christ who was the first to preach to the Gentiles. It was not Peter who went to the Gentiles first! As we see here, he preached in Samaria, to this woman at the well. 

This story of the woman at the well is the same story as the ten lepers who were healed where only one came back to thank him, and the same story as the woman caught in adultery. All three parables show us that Christ went to the harlots, publicans and mongrels before the mainstream religious. 

In every case, this is a shadow for us to see that it is the elect who are dragged to Christ first. We come to be the Samaritan woman of John 3, after we are the Pharisees that He departed from in John 4:1-3. 

Luk 17:12-17  And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off: And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 

Joh 8:4-11 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.   Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?  This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.  So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground. And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee?  She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more. 

Joh 4:1-3  When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John, (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,)  He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee.

Joh 6:44  No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.

Rev 14:3  And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.

Joh 4:7  There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. 

Take this verse in comparison to John 7:37

Joh 7:37  In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.

We are as Jonathan to David when he gave him a drink. We all die with Saul (the old man) as we are dragged to Christ. It is a process to eventually be no longer under the wrath spoken of in the book of Revelation 15. Prior to that, God’s wrath abides on all unrighteousness and continues to burn that unrighteousness out until there is nothing left to burn out. 

2Sa 23:16  And the three mighty men brake through the host of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem, that was by the gate, and took it, and brought it to David: nevertheless he would not drink thereof, but poured it out unto the LORD. 

Rev 15:8  And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; and no man was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled. 

Rom 1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;

Psa 119:160  Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous judgments endureth for ever. 

Ecc 9:2  All things come alike to all: there is one event to the righteous, and to the wicked; to the good and to the clean, and to the unclean; to him that sacrificeth, and to him that sacrificeth not: as is the good, so is the sinner; and he that sweareth, as he that feareth an oath.

We are each of these characters spoken of in all these parables quoted above. They are all simply different aspects or views of who we are at that particular time in our journey. We go from glory to glory, like a prism which points to repentance, mind of Christ, preparation of the heart, our pilgrimage, the  journey, and darkness to light. It is all the process of going from glory to glory. We are all called out of Egypt and must understand this to be an is-was-and-will be statement that will continue on until our death.

2Co 3:18  But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Hos 11:1  When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt. 

Rev 11:17-18  Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.

Rev 22:17  And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.

