June 30, 2011 - John 3:22 to 30 
Joh 3:22  After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea; and there he tarried with them, and baptized. 

Joh 3:23  And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized. 

Joh 3:24  For John was not yet cast into prison. 

Joh 3:25  Then there arose a question between some of John's disciples and the Jews about purifying. 

Joh 3:26  And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him. 

Joh 3:27  John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven. 

Joh 3:28  Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him. 

Joh 3:29  He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. 

Joh 3:30  He must increase, but I must decrease. 

Verse 22 and 26 seem to say that is was Jesus who was doing the baptizing, but Joh 4:2 tells us that it is the disciples who baptized, not Jesus himself:

Joh 4:2  (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,)

Verse 23 “much water”: spiritually speaking this seems to refer to being more open to the Word. Even though the holy spirit had not yet come, Jesus was with them.

Joh 8:12  Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 

Joh 9:5  As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 

Joh 17:12  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.

Baptisms of water and blood are shadows of the fiery baptisms that Christ life in us will bring: the baptisms in these verses are by water, and are just as the sprinkling of the blood on the people of God in the temple, it is not the true baptism by fire. The word of God speaks of baptisms in the plural. The holy spirit had not yet come, even while Jesus was in the flesh, it is a transitional period but still it is before the new covenant as Christ had not yet been raised from the dead. 

2Ch 30:16  And they stood in their place after their manner, according to the law of Moses the man of God: the priests sprinkled the blood, which they received of the hand of the Levites. 

Heb 9:13-15  For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 

Heb 9:19  For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the people,

This water baptism is a shadow of the few who will be baptized with fire which is God’s Word. In like manner the manna is not the true bread from heaven, not the true word, but the shadow of the reality of Jesus Christ the true bread of life from heaven.

Mat 3:11  I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: 

Act 19:4-6  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. 

Eph 5:26-27  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 

This water baptism is still under the law, still in the letter of the law as it is before the coming of the holy spirit. This law is not of faith because it is Christ who brings faith. The law was added because of transgressions till Christ comes. 

Gal 3:11-13  But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:

Gal 3:19-20  Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.  Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one. 

Joh 1:17  For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.

Rom 10:17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

We know that John the Baptist came with the message to repent but we understand this repentance is without the faith of Jesus Christ. The holy spirit is not yet given, and is not yet within.

Joh 14:16-17  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

Mat 11:13  For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.

Joh 5:36  But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 

The church in the wilderness with its miracles and healings is a shadow of the modern day church of today which has not yet gone onto perfection which Christ had to do on the third day (speaking of the resurrection). If were granted to do so in earnest we are that manchild spoken of in Rev:12. All those who are not chosen and make up the majority of the Christian church are represented by the woman who is sent to the wilderness where she is nourished a thousand two hundred and threescore days. 

 She is sent to the wilderness where she is nourished but her manchild (the city of God, the overcomers, Christ’s Christ) are caught up unto God.

Luk 13:32  And he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures to day and to morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected. 

Rev 12:1-2, 5-6  And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. 

God is calling the elect out of the court, away from the visible, outward and heavy works given to the Levites to do in service to Aaron’s sons (a type of God’s elect). These are the works seen by the world. The Levites are those God uses to draw the masses unto Christ, and do so by the billions. The elect are the few called, as the 12 disciples were, the few chosen out of the court/church of their day. The elect are the few chosen out of the many called. [Gk. - eklektos - a contraction of 'ek' - out of, and 'kletos'- called].

Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Revelation_11_7__14_Two_witnesses_in_every_generation.php: 

we all live the life of the first Adam, with all that is within him, and then in God's own time and mercy, we will also live the life of the Second Adam, the life of Christ, with all that is in Him. What is so little understood is the fact that this is all accomplished within us and is expressed in prophecy in types and shadows, in signs and symbols and in parables. What is so little understood is that God's elect are not exempt from one single word of God. "All things are ours..., it is near..., even at the door..., this generation shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled" is true in every man of God, in every generation of mankind (1Co 3:21-22; Mat 24:34-35). These New Testament statements are based upon this revelation found throughout the Old Testament. 

Num 3:9  And thou shalt give the Levites unto Aaron and to his sons: they are wholly given unto him out of the children of Israel.

Num 18:3  And they shall keep thy charge, and the charge of all the tabernacle: only they shall not come nigh the vessels of the sanctuary and the altar, that neither they, nor ye also, die. 


Heb 13:10  We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.

Those in the court, the Levites, the churches of today, the woman in the wilderness (all the same thing) cannot go to the brazen sea to wash as Aaron’s son, the manchild, Christ’s Christ (all the same thing) are called to wash in this brazen sea which are the storms of Psalm 107, and the fiery trials of 1Peter, that finally become that sea of glass of Revelation. This is the difference between the first baptism where the people and their priests are sprinkling with blood (baptism by water) and the 2nd baptism by fire.

Psa 107:23-25  They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; These see the works of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep. For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof. 

1Pe 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:

Rev 15:1  And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God. 
Rev 15:2  And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, [and] over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God.

Excerpt from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Revelation_4_6__7_The_Four_Beasts_Part_1.php: The spirit has expanded our knowledge of the brasen sea from a "laver of brass" to a "brasen sea" and here in Revelation four to a "sea of glass."  Then in Revelation 15 we are told the final detail about this sea of glass where we learn that it is a sea of glass "mingled with fire."

Excerpt from: http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Revelation_15_1__4_Sea_of_glass.php
"But the sea was for the priests to wash in" tells us why those who are on this "sea of glass mingled with fire", are God's "kings and priest", His very elect, who have overcome the image, name, number and mark of the beast. The Levites, who served the temple but were not the sons of Aaron the high priest, were never permitted to wash in this "molten sea" which is the shadow and type of this "sea of glass, mingled with fire" in the heavens here in Revelation 15. 

For more on that 2nd baptism: http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Milk_baptism. and http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/What_Real_Baptism_Is.php and http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/How_Is_The_Lake_Of_Fire_Administered.php 

We cannot understand the bible without understanding what the court and the camp is in relation to the priesthood. It is a process that we all go through (we live by every word, all things are ours, all things come alike unto all) , from the world (Egypt) to the court (Levites and Babylon) to become the sons of Aaron (Elect, Christ’s Christ) who serve the high priest (Christ) who serves God in the Holy of Holies. 

Hos 11:1  When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.

Eph 2:6  And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

For more on the court and the camp: http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/What_The_Camp_The_Court_And_The_Tabernacle_Of_Israel_Foreshadow.php 

For more on the sin offering http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Christ_As_Sin_Offering.php
Heb 9:24  For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us:

Verse 27 “John answered…”:  John like Job and Jonathon knew a lot but were not given to go past the law and the prophets.  Jonathon’s death on the same day as with his father is another way of saying that it was not given unto them to go beyond the law and the prophets, seeing the old man died in his house, and he died the same day before his father. The symbolism tells us that the growth was not meant to go beyond the law and the prophets.

1Sa 31:6  So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armourbearer, and all his men, that same day together.

Mat 13:11  He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.

Deu 12:9  For ye are not as yet come to the rest and to the inheritance, which the LORD your God giveth you.

Deu 14:27  And the Levite that is within thy gates; thou shalt not forsake him; for he hath no part nor inheritance with thee.

For more on the death of the old man which is sin, please read http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/strongdelusion.php
Verse 27 “A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven” is the same thing as Jesus to Pilate and Heb 5:4  which tells us that all comes from God

Joh 19:11  Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. 

Heb 5:4  And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.

Verse 25 “about purifying”: this is symbolic of the world (the Pharisees) who are only seeing the letter of the law and not beyond. At our appointed time we worry only about the outward side of the cup Luk 11:39 We see spiritually not by our own might or power but solely by the Son of man who sets us free, and it is a process of deliverance. First we are baptized with water, then with the holy spirit and fire, along with the 7 plagues which are poured out on the temple (which we are) making it possible for us to worship God in spirit and in truth which is being purified by our much tribulation.

Luk 11:39  And the Lord said unto him, Now do ye Pharisees make clean the outside of the cup and the platter; but your inward part is full of ravening and wickedness.

Joh 8:36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.

Rev 15:8  And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; and no man was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled.

1Co 3:16  Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

Act 14:22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.

