Notes from June 23, John 3:19 – 3:21

19And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.


 20For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.


 21But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.


"reproved": Just like the olive tree, the fruit of which is the oil that is produced only by bruising or crushing it. And it is all done in the light, not in the dark. And not only done by the light but it is the light that comes into the world.

What we are told in verses 19 and 20 is the same thing being said in Ephesians 5:13:  But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light.


Verse 19 and Job 24:13 tells us that we suffer for foolishness sake (the wood hay and stubble) before we suffer for righteousness sake and it is through much tribulation that we enter into the Kingdom of God within, where we go onto even greater trials which are tailor made by God to bring us unto perfection.  God has given us a common affliction and a common joy, which enables us to lean on each other and understand God’s sovereignty in all of His dealings with us. 

Job 24:13 They are of those that rebel against the light; they know not the ways thereof, nor abide in the paths thereof.


Hebrews 12:11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.


James 1:20 For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.


1Peter 3:14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled;


Verse 21 is a declaration that God does all the works - the good and the bad that he causes within us - and He makes His strength perfect through our weakness in His perfect time. It is our deeds as well as our works - both the good and bad - that are caused and worked by God as He drags us to Christ who is the light of the world. The end result of this dragging and destroying of the man of perdition by the brightness of His coming is that we become the light of the world.

2 Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

Mat 4:16 The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up.

2Th 2:8And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:

Mat 5:14  Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.

As verse 21 indicates, our deeds are clearly seen in the light. The truth we ‘do’ means that we live by the Word of God, applying that truth and hearing that truth with a good and honest heart. God is working a work in us and this is the Truth that gives us a bigger understanding, a more mature understanding, which is in the Spirit and past the milk doctrines of Hebrews 6. It is the mind of Christ, the faith of Christ and our desire to get there, which is the work of God alone. It is God who drags us there as John 6:44 tells us and it is Christ who is working this righteous work within us.

Luke 8:1 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.


Isaiah 28:9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.

1 Cor 2:12-16 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? but we have the mind of Christ.

John 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.


That desire and faith within us expressed in verse 21 that comes from God is also expressed in Philippians 2:13: For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.


As Isaiah 64:6 tells us, we are as filthy rags and nothing in us desires God's righteousness: But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. It is Job's story and it is our story.


We are dragged to Christ by the process of grace and faith which eventually saves all men. We are told that the least in the kingdom is greater than John the Baptist (Mat 11:11, Luk7:28) because when Christ enters into our flesh, God considers the least of us greater than John the Baptist who did not yet have the hope of glory within Him. All the patriarchs and biblical figures we read about serve as ensamples or types. The law and the prophets were until John the Baptist but grace and truth comes by Jesus Christ.

Col 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

1 Corinthians 10:11 Now all these things happened unto them for examples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.


Luk 16:16  The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.

Joh 1:17  For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.


So what is Grace and faith? Titus 2:11-12 shows us that 'grace' is an active verb that teaches us. Grace chastens.

Titus 2:11-12  For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;


And it the child (napios, babe in Christ) who is trained up with discipline, under the law, under a schoolmaster, under tutors an governors of the law. This chastening is the 'reproving' in verse 20. For more details on grace and faith, please see the following 2 articles: http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/whatisgrace.php and http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/The_Difference_Between_What_Grace_Is_And_What_Grace_Does.php
Gal 4:1-5  Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child (Greek word G3516 – νήπιος nēpios :From an obsolete particle νη ne; implying negation and G2031; not speaking, that is, an infant (minor); figuratively a simple minded person, an immature Christian: - babe, child (+ -ish).,) differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,  To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 

Pro 22:15  Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him. 

Pro 23:13  Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die.

Pro 29:15  The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.

1Pe 4:17  For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?

1Pe 4:12  Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:

Rev 12:5  And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.


We as the body of Christ are called to reprove one another as well. Just as the physical body has defense against viruses and infection using its immune system, the Body of Christ also keeps itself healthy by keeping the leaven out by staying in the Word, iron sharpening iron with this two-edged sword, the Word of God.

Gal 5:9  A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.

Pro 27:17  Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.

Heb 4:12  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

1Co 12:25-27  That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another. And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.  Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.


Faith works with grace and we are called to walk according to the measure of faith given to us so we can learn that all things do work for the good for those who love God and are called according to His purpose. 

Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.


2 Corinthians 10:15 Not boasting of things without our measure, that is, of other men's labours; but having hope, when your faith is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly,

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.


Ephesians 1:11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:


Once God works in you, you desire to go to that light, which is Christ, who is made manifest by his Body, the Christ. We don't hide anymore like Adam and Eve in the garden and we grow in our desire to remain with him because we learn by contrast that one day in his court is better than a thousand days without. ('one day' is today - this is a day of the LORD, and the thousand days is the experience of the process that flesh must go through. 10X10X10=1000)


Col 1:24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church:


Gen 3:8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.


Psa 84:10 For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.


2 Corinthians 4:1-10 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.

