Notes from June 2, John 3:3 – 3:8

Joh 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

 

Joh 3:4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 

 

Joh 3:5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

 

Joh 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

 

Joh 3:7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 

 

Joh 3:8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

 

We can see that Christ is prophesying unto us, (for our admonition); Nicodemus doesn’t understand or see

Wind – lots lately with the recent tornadoes through the States And like this wind here, we have no idea which way it comes (our trials; Psa 107). It is God showing us who is in control here. We don’t know what wind will touch down and turn into tornadoes. The shadow and type of all this is to be taken within. With our trials too, we don’t know what will happen next. These strong winds represent God preparing our hearts, dragging us through, for our growth in grace and knowledge. As we grow we are given sight to look back with thanksgiving for the trials that grow us. Winds can be forceful, pulling up concrete and even the foundations of houses, tilling the soil with the debris of the houses that stood on them. Two scripture comes to mind… twice plucked up by the root and our own wickedness will correct us…. 

Jud 1:12 These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; 

Jer 2:19 Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings shall reprove thee: know therefore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord GOD of hosts. 

These trials are so energy draining; we feel so tired, yet this spiritual family of ours holds us up with lots of support. These God-given blessings take us through those psalms 107 storms. We don’t know where the ‘wind blows where it wills’ (v 8) but it is our spiritual bread that is just not seen by the world (Nicodemus); it is a real mystery this peace that passes all understanding which the God of all comfort gives us.

Webster's Bible Translation John 3:8 The wind bloweth where it will, and thou hearest the sound of it, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

Php 4:7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

We discover that God truly does love us as we are given to look back on the trials. This is eternal life to know Christ and we know Christ through the body -- just as Christ told us when He was on earth that he that has seen me has seen the Father. 

1Jn 5:20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. 

Joh 14:9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 

 

Our hope and glory comes brighter as we come to know each other more and more and this brightness is what we witness to the world, testifying that Christ (the Christ, His body) holds us up (as we hold each other up through our trials). This is ‘working together for good for those who love God.’

Col 1:27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 

Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 

V 3: Giving birth – there is pain and suffering here yet it is the hope of the joy of a child that gets the mother through this pain. In the same way, Christ is as a seed planted within us that is at first bitter in the belly and there is pain in the trials we experience as we come to the right time (after this preparation of our hearts) when Christ in us comes forth (we die daily; the old man in us must make way for the new man, Christ). Just as the waters break before the birth of a child, we have the comfort of the Spirit even in our flesh, like Stephen was comforted at his stoning. God won’t leave or forsake us.

 

Psa 22:14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels.

Heb 10:22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 

Col 3:9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 

Col 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 

Act 7:55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, Act 7:56And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. 

 Act 7:60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

 

The significance of Jonah being thrown overboard to calm the storm (Jon 1:12): the boat is the church of the world and Jonah a type of Christ. Jonah actually makes them throw him overboard – we need to have that desire to die and when we come to our wits end then Christ will deliver us. (Jonah’s heart like ours is being prepared for trials). The significance of Jonah being swallowed by a great fish  (Jon 1:17) is the sign given by Christ to this evil generation, of the cross and his dying (Mat 12:39, Luk 11:29). The three days in the belly of the fish is His 3 days in the grave (the earth/the church). Jonah, a type of Christ was raised from the dead (no one survives 3 days in the belly of a fish) and went on to save Nineveh (a shadow & type of the world).

Even though Jonah was trying to run away from what God called him to do (Jon 1:3), after those 3 days he became obedient (which can only occur after death). Being born again means being dragged by God and is not something we can run from. We are sore pressed on every side (2Cor 4:8) and are near unto death as the flesh is destroyed (Php 2:27). God allows this because He is a faithful God who promises us deliverance after these necessary trials (. We must cry out, we must want to die (to the old man) and we do as the heat is turned up in our lives, in our tailor-made trials.

 

1Pe 4:19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 

Psa 55:17 Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice. 

This is what Christ tells us by telling Nicodemus that we need to be born again. The old man must die. Physical blessings are not the goal; flesh and blood does not profit anything (John 6), and does not inherit the kingdom.

1Co 15:50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 

V 4: we don’t hear anything of a spiritual nature at first, we simply don’t understand what is being told to us; we continue to think in the physical. It will remain hidden from our eyes until it is revealed. 

 

Psa 18:26 With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself froward. 

 

2Sa 22:27 With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself unsavoury. 

We are answered according to the idols of our heart

 

Mat 25:24 Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed:

V 5: the water symbolizes John the Baptist and repentance. This must happen first. Then the fire, the Spirit comes – Christ – where he increases and we decrease, we have this new heart and these new thoughts. 

Mat 3:2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

 

Luk 3:16 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire: 

Heb 10:22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

Isa 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 

Eze 11:19 And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh:  

The law of the 1st baptism (water) is only the beginning and is not victorious as far as sin is concerned. We cease from sin only with trials given us. Dominion over sin comes only as a result of those fiery trials.

The Law of Moses allows us to see the sin in our lives. The Law works wrath.

Rom 4:15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, [there is] no transgression.

This brings to mind the vengeance and impatience of Moses as he hit the stone twice to bring forth water. We know that in your patience you possess your soul (Luk 21:19) which is a free gift that only comes with the living water which waters flowed from that rock as a witness representing Christ after Moses hit the stone the second time. The rock is smitten and we are the Christ being smitten by the trials we experience. In this suffering, water pours forth and sin is parsed/burned out. We live every word of God and we are that rock struck by the rod as well.

Num 20:11And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts [also].

Isa 45:8 Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together; I the LORD have created it. 

This is the same as that clay jars that are broken in Gideon’s story: the light (the witness of Christ that shines forth) in the clay jars that are broken (us) with trumpets (judgments)

Jud 7:19 So Gideon, and the hundred men that [were] with him, came unto the outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that [were] in their hands.

Why did Moses break the 1st set of tablets? Because the law works wrath. That is us; we break the law; none of us keep it. This 1st law is the type and shadow of the 2nd law, the law of God.  This 2nd set then will be written on our hearts.

Eze 36:26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.

Rom 4:15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, [there is] no transgression.

Rom 7:25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.

