Notes from May 26 John 2:23 - 3:3

Joh 2:23  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did. 

What is the significance of the Passover and its inward application in our lives?

Like the story in Exodus 12, in the story of the first Passover where the lamb and the 1st born must die, we have to see it and know it in ourselves and others: the flesh must go. Christ had a ministry of about 3 ½ years, with 3 Passovers shown to us in the Gospels. As ‘3’ represents the process of judgment, Christ judged himself so he wouldn’t be judged and not appointed to wrath by going through God’s wrath (we avoid death by dying). As he is, so are we (1 Joh 4:17) and since we fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ (Col 1:24)

See the following article for further clarification http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Revelation_3_4__6_Part_3.php

Rev 12:6  And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. 

Rev 12:14  And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.

When are we doing these miracles? 

1 Cor 2:6-8 answers this by showing us that the miracles are not only outward manifestations which are the signs that the unconverted are looking for, but the hidden works which God does within that generation which has His holy spirit within.
1Co 2:6  Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: 
1Co 2:7  But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 
1Co 2:8  Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

We do these miracles when we raise the dead and heal the blind and feed the multitudes because as He is so are we (1 Joh 4:17) and we will do greater works than these (John 14:12) because we do spiritual miracles like when we bring Jesus Christ to someone, like when the healing within us is seen by an unbelieving brother; our conversion is a miracle, the changes/transformation in us is a miracle.

When it is revealed to us or through us like Peter (Matt 16:17), we show that we have been given to try the spirits and to provide a true witness. This is the discernment Christ shows us in his silence at some moments (like Luk 23:9) and his speech at others (like Mat 22:34). There is a time for everything and we are to trust no man (Psa 146:3), wise as serpents, gentle as doves and beware of men  (Matt 10:16-17) within as well as without.

Mat 16:17  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.

Luk 23:9  Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered him nothing. 

Mat 22:34  But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together.

Psa 146:3  Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help.

Mat 10:16  Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. 

Mat 10:17  But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues;


This is the same as saying lay hands on no man suddenly (1Ti 5:22) or let God be true, but every man a liar (Rom 3:4). It is all the same. We need to give ourselves and others time, we must take the time to discern, we must go slow – through much tribulation… it takes much time to go through much tribulation – it takes our whole lifetime. Then we can place some confidence in ourselves and in others.


Act 14:22  Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.

Heb 10:35  Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. 

Heb 10:36  For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. 

Heb 10:37  For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. 

Heb 10:38  Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. 

Heb 10:39  But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.

Joh 2:24  But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, 

“did not commit”: 

The word ‘commit’ is  Strong G4100: entrust, to have faith, to believe: so ‘did not commit’ is like not casting our pearls (Matt 7:6);

Mat 7:6  Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.


This also brings to mind ‘tell no man’ (Matt 8:4, Matt 16:20, Matt 17:9, Mar 7:36, Mar 8:30, Mar 9:9, Luk 5:14, Luk 8:56, Luk 9:21) – so Christ is reluctant until the right time. His hour had not yet come (Joh 2:4, Joh 7:30, Joh 8:20)… It is in Joh 16:32 that we find when the time is come, after the messages and rejection and healings and miracles had been accomplished.

Mat 8:4  And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no man; but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.

Joh 2:4  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.

Joh 16:32  Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me.

This also tells us that Christ was seeking his Father’s judgment, making his judgment just (Joh 5:30)

Joh 5:30  I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.

Joh 2:25  And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.

“he knew what was in man”: He knew our heart/his heart (flesh)

Joh 3:1  There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 

‘Nicodemus’: means victory of the people, reminiscent of the Nicolaitan spirit, looking at the physical, outward signs where we all first stumble onto Christ as we come to see him, before we are given to wrestle with him until the breaking of the day when we see Christ face t0 face.

Gen 32:24  And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day.

Gen 32:30  And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.

Joh 3:2  The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. 

‘we know’…, ‘for no man can…”: He sees something that compels him to come to Jesus but he is without understanding. 

‘at night’: night here is the flesh. Nicodemus is us, worried about what the world thinks more than what God wants. 

Many chief rulers believed on him but they didn’t want to be put out of the synagogue so that is why Nicodemus came to Jesus at night. We seek the praise of men yet want to believe on Christ with one foot still in the world.

Joh 12:42  Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: 

Joh 12:43  For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God. 

Joh 12:44  Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me. 

Joh 12:45  And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. 

Joh 12:46  I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness. 

It is in believing in Christ that we believe on the One who sent Him. Grace and Truth came by Jesus Christ. In the same manner that Christ reveals the Father we are now given to reveal the Son as we are the body of Christ, with Christ within us.

Joh 1:17  For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.

Joh 14:9  Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 

Joh 14:10  Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.

