Notes from May 12 John 1:46- 2:11

Joh 1:46  And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see. 

God calls the weak and this is an example to encourage us who come after, the unnatural branch. 

Nazareth was always considered the ‘bad side of the tracks’, a despised place and where Herod had one of his palaces. Stereotyping as we do, judging not by examining evidence, but by prejudice.

Jesus who came out of Nazareth was rejected, hated as we are in Him by the world 

This brings to mind Hosea 11:1 When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.  

We are separated from our brothers and this is the start of the destruction of our flesh – a witness against our flesh, just as things became progressively worse for Joseph when he was separated from his brothers.

Joh 1:47  Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! 

This sounds like high praise from Jesus to Nathanael; “no guile” = no hypocrisy, no deceit.

‘indeed’ = shadow and prophecy of our change of heart to come; Christ knows the heart of man (Joh 2:25  And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.)

Joh 1:48  Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. 

Fig tree: reference to Israel and to the root of Spiritual Israel which is Christ. 

Joh 1:49  Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel. 

“thou art the Son of God”: Inspired from above like Peter said in Mat 16:16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

Joh 1:50  Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see greater things than these. 

“thou shalt see greater things”: Speaking of things that weren’t as though they were which is an encouragement to us, of the ‘will be’ aspect of God’s word and plan.

“believest thou”: this question does not prove that Jesus thought Nathanial was converted (Pentecost had not yet occurred). This is still the evil generation that will see these things (Mat 16:4  A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed.) 

  Jesus’ remark was like unto Peter in Matt 16:15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am – in that neither Peter or Nathanael are converted yet they are blessed because God is working with them, inspiring them to proclaim Christ as the Son of God (Joh 1:49 and Mat 16:16)

Joh 1:51  And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man. 

‘angels of God ascending and descending…”: We are the angels, we see each other ascending and descending with God working in our lives; Christ knows all about us/our hearts. Our understanding is going to be opened, 

‘Son of man’ This is the space where communication is wide open with the Son of Man as the real ladder

Reminds us of Jacob’s vision in Genesis 28:12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it.

Joh 2:1  And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there: 

Joh 2:2  And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage. 

This is the 1st recorded miracle of Jesus and is very telling in that  wine is symbolic of God’s ministry through Christ (and The Christ) which is a ministry of reconciliation. 2Co 5:18  And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;)

The new wine is a symbol of Pentecost (the new covenant)

‘third day’ = process of judgment and is written right after the story of Nathanael. 

(refer to above comment on verse 50)

“Cana” = zeal, jealousy, possession. We have a jealous God (Exo 34:14  For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:) who makes us ready for the marriage supper (Rev 19:9  And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.)

“marriage” = shadow of the resurrected body  and it is mentioned that the disciples are called to it. Also, this marriage takes place in the flesh and the flesh is jealous too! We need to go through the flesh (process of needing to go through the experience – natural first and then spiritual). 

It also brings to mind the parable of the invitation to the wedding feast (Mat 22:11  And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: Mat 22:12  And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. Mat 22:13  Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Mat 22:14  For many are called, but few are chosen.)

Joh 2:3  And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. 

Joh 2:4  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. 

Gentle rebuke to his mother, (woman = church)

Wine = blood = sacrifice

Hour = time of death perhaps 

Hour not come = Christ understands the sovereignty of God and He knows He is exactly where God wanted Him, so this statement is for our benefit in that it is telling us that this wedding is a shadow of the Marriage to the Lamb which is yet to come both in earnest and in the fullness at this point in the story.

Babylon cannot eat this strong meat or drink the cup, so they become defensive and accusatory; John and Jesus were ostracized.  (Luk 7:33  For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine; and ye say, He hath a devil. Luk 7:34  The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners! )

John the Baptist represents the old covenant, the old wine, while Jesus represents the new covenant and the new wine and there is a process to get from one to the other.

Joh 2:5  His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. 

Joh 2:6  And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece. 

water pots = common washing vessels: Jesus uses the natural to do the unnatural. These pots were part of the purification rituals, physical things we thought made us righteous – we are all Pharisees in our appointed time cleaning the outside rather than the inside. But Christ turning the water into wine shows us the righteousness from within is a gift of God. We are called to clean the inside of the cup.

There are 6 water pots, symbolic of the beast (the number 6)

The pots are made of stone: symbolic of Christ and the heart of man as well 

(Mat 21:42  Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? 

Eze 36:26  A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.)

A firkin is a ‘certain standard measure’ and two or three of them represent witness and process.

Joh 2:7  Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the brim. 

Brim: G507 anō  Adverb from G473; upward or on the top: - above, brim, high, up; it is the Word (the water) that fills us up (Mat 4:4  But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. and Psa 139:17  How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them! Eph 4:10  He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)

Joh 2:8  And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And they bare it. 

Joh 2:9  When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew the water knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom, 

Joh 2:10  And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now. 

Draw out: G501 antleō From antlos (the hold of a ship); to bale up (properly bilge water), that is, dip water (with a bucket, pitcher, etc.): - draw (out). We receive the new wine, the real stuff to be filled up with it (the Word). The hold of the ship is defined as the lower part of the interior of a ship's hull, especially when considered as storage space, as forcargo. This too is Christ in us. 

But the servants…knew: it was the servants who were privy to what was going on, not the governor

Unto the governor: this is the head of the banquet, the first to receive a taste of the new wine (head first!) Also a shadow that the world will know this new wine in its time. It will be given to us, the best wine. The world thinks that their wine is fine but Christ gives us better wine that we have no idea about until we taste it. We hold onto that wine of Babylon but find out only later that it is only water or diluted wine or milk (Rev 3:17  Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:)

The governor went to the bridegroom: a shadow of what the world will do, they will come to the Christ

Moses turned the water into blood, a shadow of what Christ does in this story.(Exo 7:20  And Moses and Aaron did so, as the LORD commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and smote the waters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his servants; and all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood.)

Joh 2:11  This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him.

Miracles: these are ‘suddenly’ done. 

Miracles are also a shadow of the creation made in an instant, and in six days (wine made in an instant in six water pots): 

Isa 48:3  I have declared the former things from the beginning; and they went forthout of my mouth, and I shewed them; I did them suddenly, and they came to pass.

Now here is Strong's definition for the Hebrew word translated 'suddenly' here in Isaiah 48:3.

H6597
פּתאם    פּתאום
pith'ôm  pith'ôm
pith-ome', pith-ome'
From H6621; instantly: - straightway, sudden (-ly).

(taken from http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Were_The_Days_Of_Creation_Really_Ages.php)

