Notes from May 5 John 1: 29-45

Joh 1:29  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 

Joh 1:30  This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was before me. 

Joh 1:31  And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water. 

“made manifest to Israel”: starting point of awareness to make known to each generation he is working with.  

Does John understand Israel as spiritual? No, because the law was until John (Luk 16:16: The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it) 

John had no understanding of Christ’s dying for the sins of the world (1Pe 3:18  For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:) 

He understood that Jesus came to redeem Israel but he did not understand more than the physicality of that. (1Co 2:14  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.)

So there is a 1st John and a 2nd John in that sense – that 2nd John being the elect.

John understood the baptizing with water as a shadow but he speaks beyond his understanding like we all do at our appointed time. 

We are given to ponder these things in our hearts (Luk 2:19  But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.), to look back (Rev 1:10  I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,), to be brought into remembrance (Joh 14:26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.), and then to come to see (Act 4:8  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, Act 4:31  And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.).

John knew Jesus as a cousin. Mary and Elizabeth (the moms) would have told their sons of Jesus’ being born of the holy spirit without knowing man. Mary told Elizabeth this and when she did, John leapt in her womb, etc (Luke 1:30-56). This story would have been passed along to Jesus and John but John had no understanding that physical Israel has nothing to do with Jesus’ calling.( Rom 2:28  For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh:)

Joh 1:32  And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. 

“bare record” = witness, testify… John testified as a witness, pointing to Jesus as the redeemer, knowing that he was born of the Spirit, but did not understand more than that. 

Joh 1:33  And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 

“knew” or “know” – this is Greek word eidō (G1492) A primary verb; used only in certain past tenses, the others being borrowed from the equivalent, G3700 and G3708; properly to see (literally or figuratively); by implication (in the perfect only) to know: - be aware, behold, X can (+ not tell), consider, (have) known (-ledge), look (on), perceive, see, be sure, tell, understand, wist, wot. Compare G3700.

This word is a perception not a relationship like the word “know” in Luk 1:34  Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? …which is the Greek word ginōskō (G1097) A prolonged form of a primary verb; to “know” (absolutely), in a great variety of applications and with many implications (as shown at left, with others not thus clearly expressed): - allow, be aware (of), feel, (have) known (-ledge), perceive, be resolved, can speak, be sure, understand.

So John could not see Jesus, could not perceive Him. This brings to mind Joh 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. John was not given to continue or to abide in the Word (Rev 1:3). John knew it was someone special but not more than that even though he testifies that He is the Lamb of God (v 29, 36), while in prison he sent disciples to ask Jesus who he was (Luk 7:19  And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another? ). So we can see that John is speaking beyond is ability to comprehend. 

John’s witness/conviction is compelling to the masses though, like today’s churches who have another Jesus, another spirit, another gospel (2Co 11:4  For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him…. John had many followers.

 Without Christ in him, yet God is working with him just like Elijah who did many miracles and who was given great power with God but yet under the Law. (Gal 2:16  Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. Gal 3:23  But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed.  Gal 5:18  But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.

Joh 1:34  And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. 

Flesh can bare record of so much of the physical life of Christ as do many of the modern day scholars of God’s Word,  but only when we receive God’s holy spirit do we no longer know any man after the flesh including Christ. (2Co 5:16  Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.)

Joh 1:35  Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples; 

Joh 1:36  And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God! 

Joh 1:37  And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 

Already calling him Master, these former disciples of John follow Jesus. John gave Him such an endorsement . (Joh 3:30  He must increase, but I must decrease.) John had throngs of people following him, one of which was Andrew, Peter’s brother. 

Notable too was that Andrew was not as recognized in Scripture as John, Peter or James but did come to Jesus first. Note too that there were 2 of John’s disciples who came to Jesus (v 35) – again a witness. (Joh 6:44  No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.)

We also noted the process of ‘the next day’: From verse 19 to verse 36 there are 3 days, which speak of the process of salvation that we all must take getting from the Law to Christ.

In verse 36 we note that John is not only looking upon Jesus but is looking upon him as he walked: Significant because our walk signifies how we live our life.

Joh 1:38  Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, What seek ye? They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou? 

Joh 1:39  He saith unto them, Come and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it was about the tenth hour. 

“tenth hour”: this is actually 4 pm according to Jewish recognizing, which is late in the day, so the time was short. So perhaps they were only given to ‘see’ (G1492 = perceive) and not ‘know’ (G1097 relationship knowing as in Luk 1:34) where Jesus dwells.

The number 10 signifies the completion of the flesh and the 10th hour mentioned has to happen in order for us to go on to dwell in the Spirit with Christ. This indicates the start of their (and our) walk in the Spirit. We need to experience Job 29 before we are humbled.

Joh 1:40  One of the two which heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 

Joh 1:41  He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ. 

Joh 1:42  And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone. 

We are Peter, the rock, the lively stone, given the white stone when we are given to know Him (1Pe 2:4  To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious,  1Pe 2:5  Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. Rev 2:17  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. )

Simon means ‘hearing’, Peter means ‘rock’ and Cephas means ‘stone’: we hear the Word of God to become lively stones

Joh 1:43  The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, Follow me. 

Joh 1:44  Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 

Joh 1:45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 

Philip means ‘fond of horses’: we are fond of the beast and his power!

Nathanial means ‘given of God’

